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Preface

Every year, about 15 lakh students sit JEE
Main and more than 22 lakh sit NEET-UG.
Many of them are there because
engineering and medicine, with chartered
accountancy, are the only doors their
families know well. The choice shapes the
next forty years, yet it is often made on the
advice of relatives and coaching
advertisements.

This book exists to widen that view and to
make the decision a better-informed one. It
maps more than forty routes after Class 12,
from design, law and research science to
nursing, agriculture, hospitality and
teaching. For each, it answers the questions
families actually ask: what the student will
study, how to get in, what it costs, what it
pays after five and ten years, and who it
suits.

It is also a tool for deciding. Part One helps
a student understand their interests and
judge any degree. Part Two gives every
route its own chapter. Part Three turns the
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choice into a two-year plan the family can
follow together.

Sources and method. The content draws on
public, citable sources: official exam
notices, regulator data, the government's
NIRF college data, national surveys and
published fee schedules. Research and
drafting were carried out with the support
of Al research tools, and every chapter was
then reviewed and edited by the author.
Figures are rounded and linked to their
sources at the back. Always confirm details
in the official notice before you apply.

Reading it. Each chapter opens with its key
point in a highlighted box, so a reader can
skim the book in minutes and slow down
where it matters. Readers short on time can
start with The short version, which puts the
whole book on two pages.

Yogesh Parashar
September 2026
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PART ONE

Before you choose

The doors after Class 12, how to know yourself, how
to judge a degree, and which doors your subjects

open.

1 More than three doors

2  Know yourself

3 How to judge a degree

4 Which stream opens which door
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CHAPTER 1

More than three doors

The choices after Class 12, and how a seat is
won

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

4 @ «ev roinT

India offers more than forty good
routes after Class 12, not three. Most
take any stream, and some of the
cheapest seats are also the hardest
to win.

— J
Engineering, medicine or CA (chartered
accountancy)? Most families stop there.
They are good doors, and Chapter 5 opens
them fully. But India offers more than forty
good routes after Class 12. Most take any
stream. Several cost far less. Many lead to
careers that pay well and last.
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After Class 12

Every door, with its degree and entrance exam

The well-known three The doors most families already know
Engineering
@ B.Tech or BE, 4 years

JEE Main, JEE Advanced PCM

Medicine
MBBS, 5.5 years

NEET-UG PCB
Chartered Accountancy
@ CA: Foundation, Inter, Final
CAFoundation  Any stream

Creative For students who draw, make and design
Design
@ B.Des, 4 years

UCEED, NID DAT, NIFT Any stream
Architecture
@ B.Arch, 5 years
NATA, JEE Main Paper 2A PCM

Fine and applied arts
BFA or BVA, 4 years
Drawing test, CUET-UG Any stream
Animation, film and media
@ B.Des, BA or BSc, 3 to 4 years

NID DAT, own tests Any stream

B.Tech in Computer Science and Design

. Creative technology
JEE Main or UCEED PCM or any

Numbers show the chapter. Tap a route to openiit.

[¢e]
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After Class 12

Science, professional, humanities and abroad

Science and data For students who love maths and science

Research science
BS-MS 5 years; B.Stat or B.Math 3 years

IAT, NEST, ISI, CMI PCM or PCB

Online BS from IIT Madras

@ Data and computing

Qualifier test Any stream

Professional For readers, reasoners and future leaders

Law
@ BA LLB or BBA LLB, 5 years

CLAT, AILET Any stream

Management
. IPM 5 years; BBA or BMS 3 years

IPMAT, JIPMAT, CUET-UG Any stream

Exams in stages, or paid training

. Actuary, CS, NDA, merchant navy

ACET, CSEET, NDA, IMU CET Mostly any

Humanities For students of ideas, people and society

Humanities, psychology, economics
BA or BSc (Hons), 3 to 4 years

CUET-UG, board marks Any stream

Study abroad For families ready for a larger budget

Study abroad
BA, BSc or BFA abroad, 3 to 4 years
SAT, IELTS, portfolio Any stream

Numbers show the chapter. Tap a route to openiit.
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After Class 12

More doors, in brief: all in Chapter 17

@ Health and care

Nursing Pharmacy
B.Sc Nursing B.Pharm
Physiotherapy Dentistry
BPT BDS
AYUSH Nutrition
BAMS, BHMS B.Sc

@ Food, farming and animals
Agriculture Food technology
B.Sc Agriculture B.Tech
Dairy and fisheries Veterinary
B.Tech, B.F.Sc B.V.Sc

& Hospitality and travel

Hotel management
B.Sc HHA

Tourism and aviation
BBA

@ Mediaq, arts and languages

Culinary arts
BBA

Journalism
BA

Languages
BA

M Teaching, society and sport

Performing arts
BPA

Teaching
ITEP

Sport
B.P.Ed

Social work
BSW

B commerce, computing and skills

Commerce
B.Com

skill degrees
B.Voc

Computing
BCA

Each gets a short note in Chapter 17. Tap to open it.
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How a seat is won

Knowing the doors is half the task. Walking
through one is the other half. Three kinds
of institutions offer these degrees. National
institutes often charge low fees for their
reputation. They include the IITs and NITs
(Indian and National Institutes of
Technology), NID (the National Institute of
Design), the National Law Universities and
the IIMs (Indian Institutes of Management).
Central and state universities, such as
Delhi University and BHU (Banaras Hindu
University), usually charge even less. Some
of the cheapest seats in India are also the
hardest to win. Private universities often
cost several times as much, and some offer
real financial aid.

Whichever you choose, a seat is won in
three steps.
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0 Class 12 marks

Decide whether you may apply. B.Arch needs 45
per cent overall with Physics and Mathemaitics;
NIT seats need 75 per cent.

° Entrance exam

Gives you a score, rank or percentile. Most
routes have their own exam: UCEED, NID DAT,
NATA, CLAT, CUET and others.

o Counselling

You list your choices and seats go in rank order.
JOSAA runs IIT and NIT seats, CSAS runs Delhi
University, NID and NIFT run their own.

° Seat and fees

Accept the seat, pay the fee and report to
college, between June and August 2028.

| What moves the cut-off: home-state seats kept for local
1 . .
i students, and extra seats for women at some institutes.
\

Figure 1.1 How admission works, from Class 12 marks to
a college seat.

First, your Class 12 marks decide whether
you may apply. Usually you need a
minimum percentage, sometimes in set
subjects.

Second, an entrance exam gives you a rank
or score. A percentile is the share of
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candidates you scored above. A cut-off is
the last rank that won a seat.

Third, counselling allots the seat. Despite
the name, it means seat allotment, not
career advice. You list colleges and courses
in order of preference. A computer then
works down the rank list and offers seats.
Each route runs its own. JoSAA is the joint
seat allotment for the IITs and NITs. CSAS is
Delhi University's system, which uses
scores from CUET-UG, a common entrance
test for central universities. NID and NIFT
(the National Institute of Fashion
Technology) run separate rounds.

One detail catches families out: many
institutes keep a share of seats for students
from their own state, so outsiders compete
for fewer.

Before anyone argues over colleges, look
closely at the student, and that is where
Chapter 2 begins.
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CHAPTER 2

Know yourself

Interests, strengths, budget and the risk you
can carry

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

4 @ «cev roinT

Start with what you enjoy, then test

it against four filters: your Class 12
subjects, the family budget, how

sooh you must earn and how much
risk you can carry.

H/ Y
How do you find out what you are really
suited to? Not from marks alone.

Six kinds of interest

Start with what you enjoy, because
enjoyment carries you through the hard
years. Career counsellors worldwide use a
model of six interest types built by the
psychologist John Holland. It is called
RIASEC, after the first letters of its six types
in English. Here they have friendlier names.
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Makers Thinkers

Enjoy building, fixing and Enjoy studying how things
working with tools, machines work, from cells and stars to
or the outdoors human behaviour
Engineering (5), Architecture Medicine (5), Science and

(7), Creative technology (10), mathematics (11), Data and
Merchant navy and NDA computing (12), Economics (15)
(National Defence Academy)

(16)

Creators Helpers

Enjoy drawing, writing, Enjoy teaching, caring for,
music, film or making adyvising or serving other
something original people

Design (6), Architecture (7), Fine Medicine (5), Psychology (15),
arts (8), Animation and film (9) Nursing and teaching (17)
Persuaders Organisers

Enjoy leading, arguing a case, Enjoy numbers, records and
selling an idea or running clear procedures that keep
something things in order

Law (13), Management (14), CA (chartered accountancy) (5),
Journalism (17) Data and computing (12),

Actuary and company secretary
(16), Commerce (17)

Tick the tiles that sound like you on an
ordinary weekend, not in an exam hall.
Then ask a parent to tick them for you.
Most people are a mix. Your top two types
point to the chapters to read first; the
numbers on each tile are chapter numbers.
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Four practical filters

Interests show where to look. They cannot
pay the fees. These four questions tell you
what is realistic for your family.

o Your Class 12 subjects

Most routes take any stream (the subject
group chosen in Class 11), but some need
Mathematics or Physics. See Chapter 4

e Your family budget

Fees run from a few thousand rupees a
year to X50 lakh or more. See Chapter 20

€ How soon youneedtoearn

If income is needed early, favour routes
with a clear first job over long training

0 How muchrisk you can carry

If a setback would hurt the family badly,
keep a safer option alongside

Next, Chapter 3 shows how to judge the
degrees in front of you.

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA 17



CHAPTER 3

How to judge a degree

Five questions, reading the numbers, and
common myths

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

4 @ «ev roinT
One degree can mean about 3 in 4
placed at a top institute, or 6 in 10 at
a private college. Check the
humbers.

H/ J
Is a famous name enough? Rarely. A
good degree fits the student and pays

back its cost. Here is how to judge
one yourself.

Five questions to ask of any
degree

A brochure tells you what a college wants
you to hear. These questions tell you the
rest.
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o What will it cost in total?

Add tuition, hostel, food, travel and
coaching (private exam classes) for every
year, not just the first

e How hard is it to get in?

Look at the exam, the seats and last year's
cut-off (the last rank admitted), and keep a
backup

e What happens to graduates?

Find how many were placed in jobs, their
median pay (the middle value), and how
many studied further

o How long before it pays?
Some routes pay in four years, others only
after a master's degree, a PhD or long
training

e Willit hold up as Al spreads?

Some work is changing faster than other
work. See Chapter 21

Reading the numbers

Families often skip the third question, yet
the answer is public. Colleges in NIRF, the
government's college ranking, publish
placements (jobs arranged through the
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college), median pay and higher studies for
a recent batch.

At a top engineering institute, about 3 in 4
graduates were placed, with a median of
about %20 lakh,' and 1in 4 studied further.
At a private engineering college, about 6 in
10 were placed, with a median of 4 to 5
lakh.”

Read them with care: a top humanities
college may place few students because
most take a master's. The median counts
only those placed. Colleges self-report, so
compare two or three years. Pay varies
widely, so treat every figure in this book as
a range.

Checking a college is genuine

Good numbers mean nothing if the college
is not genuine.

e NAAC grade: NAAC, the national body
that grades colleges, gives grades from
A++ down to C that last five years. Only
about 1in 4 colleges has a grade, so ask
about a missing one
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e The right regulator: the body that
approves colleges is AICTE (All India
Council for Technical Education) for
engineering and management, NMC
(National Medical Commission) for
medicine, the Council of Architecture,
and the Bar Council of India for law

e The UGC list of fake universities: UGC
(University Grants Commission) keeps it,
and about 30 were on it in early 2026.
Their degrees are not valid, so check the
live list

Common myths

Some beliefs, repeated at every family
wedding, are wrong.

mytH Only engineering and medicine lead to
good jobs

Top law graduates report medians of
about %17 to 19 lakh,” and many routes in Part

Two pay well

mytH A famous college guarantees a good job

@@X3) Elite graduates earn more but, one Indian
study found, test no better at exit
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mytH Humanities is for weak students

About 3 in 10 civil servants chosen by
UPSC, the national recruiting body, studied
humanities

myTH You must go to Kota, the coaching town

Coaching is optional for every exam in
this book, and Kota's student numbers roughly
halved in 2024

myTH Private colleges are better because they
cost more

ISI (Indian Statistical Institute) is free and
among the hardest to enter

GOOD TO KNOW

About 13 per cent of graduates were
unemployed in 2023-24, against about 3 per
cent overall. A degree is no guarantee.

My advice: ask all five questions of every
degree, especially the one your uncle
recommends. Then Chapter 4 shows which
doors your Class 12 subjects open.
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CHAPTER 4

Which stream opens
which door

What PCM, PCB, Commerce and Humanities
students can apply for

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

4 @ «cev PoOINT
Most routes accept any stream, but
Mathematics keeps the most doors
open. Without it, architecture,
economics and statistics close.
H/ y
Will your subjects let you in? A stream is the
fixed group of subjects you pick in Classes
11 and 12. PCM is Physics, Chemistry and
Mathematics; PCB swaps Mathematics for
Biology.

ROUTE CH. PCM PCB COM. HUM.

B.Des through
UCEED,NIDDATand 6 Yes Yes Yes Yes
NIFT

NIFT B.FTech 6 Yes Maths Maths Maths
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ROUTE CH. PCM PCB COM. HUM.
B.Arch through
NATA or JEE Main 7 Yes Maths No No
Paper 2A
B'P!cm through JEE 7 Yes Maths Maths Maths
Main Paper 2B
BFA and BVA at

o Yes Yes Yes Yes
public art colleges
Animation, film,
media and game 9 Yes Yes Yes Yes
art
T Delhi B.Tech in
ComputerScience 10 Yes UCEED UCEED UCEED
and Design
IISER BS-MS n oy o v ~
through IAT es es ° °
NISER and CEBS 11 Yes Yes No No
through NEST
liIscBS (Research) 11 ves No No No
ISI B.Stat and
B.Math: CMI 11 Yes Maths Maths Maths
IIT MadrasonlineBS 12 Yes Yes Yes Yes
Law through CLAT 13 v @ 7 Y
and AILET es es es es
Integrated
management

14 Yes Yes Yes Yes

through IPMAT and
JIPMAT

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA
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ROUTE CH. PCM PCB COM. HUM.

DU BA (Hons)
Psychology,
History, English, 15 Yes Yes Yes Yes
Political Science,
Sociology
DUBA (I-!ons) 15 Yes Maths Maths Maths
Economics
14
DU BMS and Yes Maths Maths Maths
15
Private liberal arts
(Ashoka, Krea, 15 Yes Yes Yes Yes
FLAME)
5
CA, CS and the d Yes Yes Yes Yes
actuarial ACET c']%
Hotel management 17 Yes Yes Ves Ves
through NCHM JEE
NDA 16 AL Army Army Army
Merchant navy 16 Yes Maths No No

through IMU CET

Art and design

18 Yes Yes Yes Yes
abroad

Yes: open. Maths: needs Mathematics in Class 12 (DU
BMS also accepts Applied Mathematics). UCEED: only
through the UCEED route, because the JEE route needs
PCM. Army: NDA Army wing only; the Navy and Air Force
wings need Physics and Mathematics. No: closed (B.Arch
needs Physics and Mathematics; ISc BS heeds PCM
under the 2026 rules). Yes*: check the 2028 brochure.
NEST accepts Biology in place of Mathematics. For art
and design abroad, check each course.

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA 25



Find your stream's column and read down
it. "With Mathematics" means only if you
took it. Part Two begins with the three
familiar doors in Chapter 5.
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PART TWO

The doors

Every route, one chapter each: the key point, what

the work is really like, how to get in, where to study,

what it pays over time, and whether it suits you.

Exam dates and fees for all of them are in Chapter

Engineering, medicine and CA

Design

Architecture and planning

Fine and applied arts

Animation, film and media

Creative technology

Science and mathematics

Data and computing without a B.Tech
Law

Management

Humanities, psychology and economics
Professional careers

More doors, in brief

Study abroad
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CHAPTER 5

Engineering, medicine
and CA

The three doors everyone knows

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

( @ «ev roinT
Cost varies hugely. MBBS costs
almost nothing at AIIMS but up to 21
crore privately; CA is cheapest, yet
only about 1in 6 clears Final.
— y
Families call these the safe doors. Here is
what each costs, and asks of you.

L] L]
Engineering
1ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK
JEE Main, JEE B.Tech (Bachelor Software or core
Advanced of Technology), 4 ~ engineer
years
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YOU STUDY One branch, such as computer
science, electrical, mechanical or civil

OPEN TO Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics

ToTALcosT  About 12 lakh at an IIT; 25 lakh or
more at private colleges

Whatit is really like

4 pm, a lab: a second-year student debugs a
circuit that worked yesterday. Most
graduates join software firms; core
engineers work on plants and sites.

How you getin

e JEE Main (Joint Entrance Examination
Main): Physics, Chemistry and
Mathematics, sat by about 15 lakh
students.’

e JEE Advanced: the IIT (Indian Institutes

of Technology) entrance, open only to
top JEE Main scorers.?

e Class 12 rule: NITs (National Institutes of
Technology) and IIITs (Institutes of
Information Technology) need 75 per
cent or your board's top 20 percentile.
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Where to study

COVERNMENT RN S AE T year in tuition®
NITs and IlITs
bbbl About 31.25 lakh a year?

BITS Pilani; Manipal; VIT
Up toX5to 6 lakh a year5

After the degree

PAY OVER TIME: SOFTWARE PAY OVER TIME: CORE

about about ENGINEERING

Zl4lakh ¥22lakh
about
about g7 ¥12lakh
about 23 quh
Iakh

23to 6
Iakh

Start 5 years 10 years
Start 5 years 10 years

LEADS TO = Software engineer Core engineer  Analyst

M.Tech or MBA later

About 11 lakh start engineering each year,°
so the college matters as much as the
branch.
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Is it for you?

GOOD FIT IF
v you enjoy maths and physics and making
things work

v you will keep learning new tools for
decades

THINK TWICE IF

! you are choosing it only because friends

are
\
Medicine
1ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK
NEET-UG MBBS (the basic Doctor, then
medical degree), = specialist
5.5 years

YOU STUDY The body and its diseases, with a one-
year hospital internship

OPEN TO Physics, Chemistry and Biology, with
English

TOTAL cosT  Low at AIIMS (All India Institute of
Medical Sciences) and state colleges;
%50 lakh to X1 crore at a private one

What it is really like

2 am, a government hospital: an intern
draws blood from a feverish child. MBBS

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA
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alone leads mostly to medical officer posts,
so most add an MD or MS (specialist
degrees).

How you getin

e NEET-UG (National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test): the only MBBS entrance,
with no attempt limit.

e Changing rules: NEET 2026 was re-held
after a leak; a computer test is due from
2027.7

Where to study

SRALLLUILY  Almost no fees8®
State medical colleges
R UL Jsually under 21 lakh a year™

Private and deemed colleges
%50 lakh to %1 crore for the course

After the degree
About 22 About 1.4 About
lakh lakh 86,000
sit NEET-UG"? MBBS seats' postgraduate

seats'®
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PAY OVER TIME: PAY OVER TIME: PRIVATE

GOVERNMENT DOCTOR SPECIALIST
about about about about about
#13 lakh 216 lakh 219 lakh about ©15lakh 225 Ilakh

. . . B . .

Start 5 years 10 years Start 5 years 10 years

LEADS TO  Medical officer Physician Surgeon

MD or MS, about 3 more years

Private figures assume an MD.

Is it for you?

GOOD FIT IF

v you love biology and want to care for
people

v you can study hard for eight or nine
years

THINK TWICE IF
! only a private seat, on a large loan, is
within reach
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Chartered Accountancy

1 ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK
CA Foundation, Three levels, with . Chartered
Intermediate, 2years of accountant
Final training

YOU STUDY Accounting, tax, audit and law

OPEN TO Any stream; register after Class 10, sit
Foundation after Class 12'°

TOTALcosT  About 350,000 in fees to ICAI
(Institute of Chartered Accountants of
India), plus any coaching

What it is really like

March, audit season: a CA trainee ticks a
client's bills against the ledger. There is no
college: you pass ICAI's exams, often with a
B.Com (commerce degree), then train two
years in a firm, on little pay.

How you getin

e CA Foundation: the first exam, taken by 1
to 1.4 lakh a year."®

e Direct entry: graduates with 55 per cent
(commerce) or 60 per cent (others) start
at Intermediate.
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¢ Intermediate and Final: two groups
each; only about 1in 6 clears Final at
each attempt."

Where to study

GOVERNMENT [[o:\|
About 50,000 in fees for all stages

A B.Com at a public college
GOVERNMENT Ry fees, and a safety net

Coaching classes

Optional, and an extra cost

After the qualification

PAY OVER TIME

about 219 lakh

about 212 lakh

Z7to 13 lakh

Start 5 years 10 years

LEADS TO  Auditor Tax adviser Finance manager

Own practice

The cheapest door is also the hardest to
pass. The top starting figure is ICAI's
campus average;'® smaller firms pay less.
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Is it for you?

GOOD FIT IF
v you like numbers, business and steady,
careful work

v fees must stay low and you study with
discipline
THINK TWICE IF

! repeated exam failures would wear you
down

\

If drawing pulls at you, Chapter 6 opens
design, a door many families miss.

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA
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CHAPTER 6

Design

B.Des at the IITs, NID, NIFT and private schools

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

( ° KEY POINT
Designh needs no maths and no
minimum marks. Three national
exams lead to the best-value seats;
an lIT seat costs about a third of a
private one.

\. J

A

Can drawing become a career? Yes, from
any stream.

1ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK
UCEED, NID DAT, B.Des (Bachelor Designer
NIFT of Design), 4

years

YOU STUDY Product, communication, fashion,
interaction or game design

OPEN TO Any stream, with no minimum marks

ToTALcosT  About X8 lakh at an IIT (Indian
Institute of Technology); X15 to 30
lakh private

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA
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What it is really like

Design means planning the things people
use. At 10 am in an Ahmedabad studio, a
second-year student pins foam water
bottles to the wall as classmates argue over
the grip. After a shared first year you pick a
specialism, and such projects replace most
exams. Later, a UX (user experience)
designer shapes app screens; a graphic
designer makes brand visuals, often
freelance.

How you getin

e UCEED (Undergraduate Common
Entrance Exam for Design): visual
thinking and sketching, for the IITs and
many other colleges."”

e NID DAT (the National Institute of
Design's aptitude test): a test, then
studio work and an interview.*

e NIFT (National Institute of Fashion

Technology): aptitude, drawing and a
model-making task.*
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Where to study

IiTs; NID Ahmedabad
AL 38 |akh at an IIT; 322 to 25 lakh at NID

NIFT; DTU (Delhi Technological University)
bbbl A\bout 312 to 22 lakh

Pearl Academy; Anant
About %15 to 30 lakh

After the degree
About 250 About 430 About half
IIT design seats® NID design seats placed in one IIT

batch®

PAY OVER TIME: UX DESIGNER PAY OVER TIME: GRAPHIC
about DESIGNER
about 379 |gkh

Z12 lakh

about 24
lakh

about¥s about
about lakh 5.5 lakh

- - .

Start 5 years 10 years

Start 5 years 10 years

LEADS TO  Product designer UX designer

Graphic designer Fashion designer M.Des (master's)

NID graduates' offers have ranged from
about 4 lakh to over 345 lakh.” UX is
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growing; plain graphic design is exposed to
Al (Chapter 21).

How to prepare

e Sketch real life daily; speed matters more
than polish.

¢ Note everyday problems and how you
would fix them.

e Solve past papers under time limits, and
sit all three exams.

Is it for you?

GOOD FIT IF
v you draw well and would rather avoid
engineering maths

v your family can pay without a large loan
\

THINK TWICE IF
! you want only graphic design

\

If maths pulls you too, architecture adds it
to the same skill.
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CHAPTER 7

Architecture and
planning

B.Arch through NATA or JEE Paper 2A

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION
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Architecture is a five-year degree
with slow early pay, about 2.5 lakh
to start.Iltends in alicence, and
state colleges can cost under
60,000 a year.

/

Is a five-year degree worth the slow pay?

1ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK

NATA, JEE Main B.Arch (Bachelor . Licensed

Paper 2A of Architecture), architect
5years
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YOU STUDY Designing buildings and spaces, with a
training semester

OPEN TO Physics, Chemistry and Maths, 45 per
cent overall

ToTALcosT  About X8 to 9 lakh at an NIT (National
Institute of Technology); X5 to 25 lakh
private

What it is really like

Midnight in a Delhi studio: a third-year
student glues the roof onto a cardboard
school before the morning review. This is
the longest creative degree. Five years of
studio design, drawing, materials and
structures end in registration with the
Council of Architecture, your licence.' Early
years in a firm feel like an apprenticeship of
drawings, client meetings and site visits.
The four-year B.Plan (Bachelor of Planning)
leads to town planning, with weaker job
results.’

How you getin

e NATA (National Aptitude Test in
Architecture): drawing plus visual
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reasoning; it runs more than once a
season.’

¢ JEE Main Paper 2A (the drawing paper of
the engineering entrance): maths,
aptitude and drawing, for the NITs and
SPAs (Schools of Planning and
Architecture).”

¢ IITs (Indian Institutes of Technology): a
JEE Advanced (IIT entrance) rank plus a
pass or fail architecture test.”

Where to study

SPA Delhi; NITs
Sl Under 22 lakh a year

Sir JJ Mumbai and others
GOVERNMENT ot eI 360,000 a year

CEPT Ahmedabad; Manipal
About X1 to 5 lakh a year
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After the degree

PAY OVER TIME

about 214 lakh

about 26 lakh

about 22.5 lakh

Start 5 years 10 years

LEADS TO = Architect Interior designer Town planner

M.Arch (master's)

About 12,000 start B.Arch each year, and
about 8 in 10 are placed in jobs at a leading
NIT.® Income grows with experience, and
most with your own practice.’

How to prepare

e Aim for 75 per cent in Class 12, which
NITs need, or a place in your board's top
20 percentile.®

e Practise perspective, light and shade, and
drawing from memory.

e Sit both NATA and JEE Main Paper 2A.
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Is it for you?

.
GOOD FIT IF

v you like drawing and maths together

v you want a licensed, respected profession
.

THINK TWICE IF

! you need good pay quickly
.

For art without maths, fine and applied arts
cost far less.
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CHAPTER 8

Fine and applied arts

BFA and BVA degrees at public and private
colleges

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION
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A public art college can cost a few
thousand rupees a year, against 23
to 5 lakh private. Your drawing test
counts more than your Class 12
marks.

H/ o
Can a careful budget buy a serious art
degree? Yes.

1ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK
Drawing test, BFA or BVA Artist, illustrator
often with CUET- (Bachelor of Fine

uG Arts or of Visual

Arts), 4 years

YOU STUDY Painting, sculpture, printmaking, or
applied art for advertising

OPEN TO Any stream, usually 45 to 50 per cent
TOTAL cosT 32,000 to 30,000 a year public; about
X3 to 5 lakh private
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What it is really like

At 2 pm in a Mumbai art college, first-years
draw the same clay pot for the third hour.
After that shared first year, you choose a
specialism.' Applied art, covering
advertising, illustration and branding, takes
the most students; painting, sculpture and
printmaking lead to galleries and teaching.
Later, work means client briefs and
deadlines, often freelance.

How you getin

e CUET-UG plus a practical: CUET-UG is a
common entrance test for central
universities. Delhi, BHU (Banaras Hindu
University) and others add a drawing
practical.”®

o State tests: Maharashtra's covers object,
memory and design drawing.*

e College tests: a drawing test and
interview.”
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Where to study
College of Art Delhi; Sir JJ Mumbai; MSU
SONERNMEN (Maharaja Sayajirao University) Baroda
A few thousand rupees a year
State art colleges
Sl nder 31 lakh for the degree

IIS University; Manipal Jaipur
About X3 to 5 lakh

After the degree
PAY OVER TIME
about 25 lakh about 25.5 lakh
- - -

Start 5 years 10 years

LEADS TO  lllustrator = Art director Brand designer

Art teacher MFA (master's)

The ladder is flat for most. Pay rises mainly
for art directors, at about X10 lakh, or those
who move into UX (app design) or their own
studio. Al image tools have already cut
freelance illustration work (Chapter 21).
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How to prepare

e Take Fine Art in Class 11 and 12 if
offered.®

e Draw from life daily, and practise timed
memory drawing.

e Learn one digital tool, since most applied
art is done on screen.

Is it for you?

GOOD FIT IF

v you draw well from observation

v you want a low-cost degree
\

THINK TWICE IF

! you are counting on jobs arranged by the
college, which few colleges offer

\

Animation needs similar skills, in a much
harder market.

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA 49



CHAPTER 9

Animation, film and
media

Strong skills, a difficult market

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION
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Almost every animation seat is
private, costing up to 230 lakh, ina
market that shrank about 6 per cent
in 2025. Avoid a large loan.

. J
—

Will the fees for an animation degree ever
come back?

1ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK

NID DAT (National B.Des (Bachelor Animator, VFX
Institute of of Design), BA or (visual effects)
Design test) ora BSc artist

school's own test

YOU STUDY Animation, visual effects, game art or
film

OPEN TO Any stream; tests judge creativity, not
marks

TOTALcosT  From about %2 lakh to over 30 lakh
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What it is really like

Animation means making drawings or
computer models move. At 11 pm in a
Mumbai studio, a young animator nudges a
character's blink frame by frame. College
teaches drawing, storytelling, software and
teamwork; the job is building scenes shot
by shot, often late.

How you getin
e NID DAT: see Chapter 6.

¢ School tests: aptitude, a portfolio (a
folder of your best work) and an
interview.'

FTII and SRFTI, the top government film
institutes, take graduates only.”

Where to study

Surprisingly, almost every seat is private.
NID Ahmedabad is the one public option,
with a handful of seats.®

NID Ahmedabad

About X17 to 18 lakh for four years

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA 51



Whistling Woods; Srishti Manipal
About %22 to 30 lakh

ICAT; Backstage Pass; JECRC Jaipur
About X2 to 10 lakh

After the degree

PAY OVER TIME

about 210 lakh

about 25 lakh

about 23 lakh

Start 5 years 10 years

LEADS TO  Animator VFX artist Game artist

Video editor

Here is the hard truth. Animation shrank
about 6 per cent in 2025. Studio closures
cost about 2,000 jobs.” Al already does

much junior work (Chapter 21). Big game

studios mostly hire computer-science
graduates.®

How to prepare

¢ Build a portfolio of short animations,
storyboards (comic-strip plans) and life
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drawings.

e Learn free software such as Blender
before paying for any course.

e Sit NID DAT, so a low-cost seat stays
possible.

Is it for you?

GOOD FIT IF
v you have strong digital art or storytelling
skill

v you can build skills cheaply, including
self-taught software

THINK TWICE IF
! you would need a large loan, which this
market may not repay

\

If maths pulls you as much as art, read on.
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CHAPTER 10

Creative technology

Where art meets computing
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( o KEY POINT

\_

One degree, B.Tech in Computer
Science and Design, blends code
and design. Two exams lead in, JEE
Main or UCEED, and UX designers
reach about 220 lakh by year ten.

J

A

Must you choose between maths and
drawing? Not always. One degree is built for

people who love both.
1 ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE
JEE Main or B.Tech (Bachelor
UCEED of Technology) in
Computer

Science and
Design, 4 years

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA

3 WORK
Developer, UX
(user
experience)
engineer
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YOU STUDY Code, graphics, Al and games together

OPEN TO PCM (Physics, Chemistry, Maths)
through JEE Main; any stream through
UCEED

ToTALcosT A government B.Tech fee; about 30
lakh privately

What it is really like

It is 10 am at IIIT Delhi, a government
technology institute. A student debugs a
game level, then sketches its menu by hand.
Her electives run from graphics and
machine learning to games and usability.'
Graduates write code, design screens and
test ideas with users.

How you getin
Two exams lead to one degree.

e JEE Main (the national engineering test):
about half of IIIT Delhi's seats.'

e UCEED (IIT Bombay's design entrance
test): the other half, open to any stream.
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Where to study
IIT Delhi

A government B.Tech fee

Srishti Manipal

About %30 lakh for four years2

Carnegie Mellon, USA
About USD 94,000 a year®

After the degree

PAY OVER TIME

about 220 lakh
about 212 lakh

about 24 lakh

Start 5 years 10 years

LEADS TO = Software developer UX engineer

Game developer Interaction designer

The ladder is for UX designers, who plan
how apps and websites feel to use. Software
engineers follow a similar curve. Similar
degrees report medians (the middle value)
above 10 lakh.” Oddly, dreamers who love
maths have the strongest job evidence in
this book.
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How to prepare

e Keep Mathematics strong for JEE Main.

e Learn basic coding and build one small
game or app.

e Practise the drawing and visual puzzles
UCEED sets, and sit both exams.

Is it for you?

.
GOOD FIT IF

v you are equally strong in maths and
drawing

v you want software work without a plain
B.Tech

THINK TWICE IF

! you need published placement numbers
first

\

If you love maths or science for itself, read
on.
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CHAPTER 11

Science and

mathematics
IISER, NISER, IISc, ISI and CMI

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION
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Pure science is cheap to study: ISl is
free and pays 25,000 a month. The
catch is time, because most careers

here run through a PhD.

N J
—

Is science without engineering a dead end?
No, but the road is longer.

1 ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK
IAT, NEST, ISI, CMI BS-MS, B.Stat, Scientist, via a
B.Math PhD (doctorate)

YOU STUDY Science or maths in depth, with
research

OPEN TO PCM (maths stream), or PCB (biology)
for some

TOTAL cosT  Free at ISI; about X4 lakh at IISc; X6 to
8 lakh at the IISERs
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What it is really like

It is 3 pm in an IISER lab. Students crowd a
microscope while a professor asks what
went wrong. The IISERs (Indian Institutes of
Science Education and Research) and
NISER (a sister institute) run a five-year BS-
MS (bachelor's plus master's). IISc (Indian
Institute of Science) offers a four-year BS
(Research). ISI (Indian Statistical Institute)
offers a three-year B.Stat or B.Math, and
CMI (Chennai Mathematical Institute) a
maths degree. Graduates head into a
research life, not a quick job.

How you getin

e IAT (the IISER Aptitude Test): Biology,
Chemistry, Maths and Physics, weighted
equally.’

e NEST (National Entrance Screening
Test): for NISER and CEBS Mumbai; your
best three of four sections count.”

e ISI and CMI tests: problems like
olympiads (national maths contests); ISI
adds an interview.®
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Read each brochure; these tests change
often.

Where to study

LU Free, with 5,000 a month?
I1Sc Bengaluru
GOVERNMENT About 34 lakh in total?
IISERs; NISER
Rl About 36 to 8 lakh in total®

CMI, Chennai

About 3 lakh a year

After the degree

PAY OVER TIME
about 211 lakh about 213.5 lakh about 216 lakh

Start 5years 10 years

LEADS TO  Scientist Professor Statistician

Data scientist PhD

One of India's hardest seats, at ISI, is free
and pays you. The ladder follows an

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA 60



assistant professor after a PhD, the usual
road. Those who take a job at once start at
about ¥4 to 7 lakh.®

How to prepare

e Keep all four sciences in Class 11 for IAT.

e Try olympiads, and work old papers from
each institute.

e Sit JEE Main, the engineering test, as a
safety net.

Is it for you?

GOOD FIT IF

v you love maths or science for its own
sake

v you want low fees and high respect
\

THINK TWICE IF
! you need good pay straight after
graduating

For a shorter road into computing, read on.
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CHAPTER 12

Data and computing
without a B.Tech

The IIT Madras online BS and other routes
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IIT Madras offers an online BS in
data to any stream, with no
minimum marks, for about 24 lakh.
Treat it as an add-on to a main
degree.

v

Love numbers but not physics? You can
reach computing without a B.Tech, the
usual engineering degree.

1 ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK
Online course, Online BS Data analyst
then qualifier (bachelor's

degree), level by
level

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA

62



YOU STUDY Coding, statistics and data, online,
from IIT (Indian Institute of
Technology) Madras

OPEN TO Any stream, no minimum marks

ToTAL cosT  About X4 lakh for the full degree

What it is really like

It is 9 pm in a hostel room. A student, back
from college, opens an IIT Madras data
assignment. The BS in Data Science and
Applications runs fully online, and most
take it alongside another degree.' It climbs
in three levels, Foundation, BSc, then BS;
you pay only as far as you climb. Most
graduates join data teams, cleaning data
and building reports.

How you getin

The surprise: an IIT degree with no
minimum marks.

¢ Qualifier: a four-week online course,
then a supervised test; Class 11 students
may apply after their finals.'
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Where to study
T 1T Madras BS

About %4 lakh; about %3 lakh for the BSc?

M 0T Guwahati; IIT Jodhpur

Similar degrees, about %1 lakh a year®

After the degree
PAY OVER TIME
about 28 lakh about 211 lakh
-~ - -
Start 5 years 10 years

LEADS TO  Data analyst Business analyst

Software developer Master's later

The ladder is for data analysts. Data
scientists, who build prediction models,
reach about 25 lakh by year ten. Online
graduates earn well below IIT campus
graduates.
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How to prepare

e Keep Mathematics in Class 11 and 12;
statistics and algebra carry the course.

e Try afree beginner course in Python, a
coding language, or spreadsheets.

e Choose a main degree too; this BS is an
add-on.

Is it for you?

GOOD FIT IF

v you want a flexible, low-cost qualification
in data

v you can study alone and keep to weekly
deadlines

THINK TWICE IF
! you expect IIT campus pay, or really want
a full B.Tech

\

If you would rather argue than compute,
read on.
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CHAPTER 13

Law

Five-year law degrees through CLAT and AILET
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( o KEY POINT

Law takes any stream. Top law-firm
graduates earn a median of about
€17 to 19 lakh, but a young court
lawyer may start near 220,000 a
month.

\_ J
hY4

Can a science student do well in law? Yes.
The entrance tests reward reading and
reasoning, not your Class 12 subjects.

1ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK
CLAT, AILET BA LLB (arts plus Lawyer
law degree), 5
years
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YOU STUDY A bachelor's subject and a full law
degree together

OPEN TO Any stream, 45 per cent in Class 12, no
age limit

TOoTALcosT  About 11 to 23 lakh at a National
Law University (NLU)

What it is really like

It is 11 am in a moot court (a practice trial).
A first-year in a borrowed black coat cites a
case; the professor on the bench cuts in. A
BA LLB or BBA LLB pairs arts or business
with law, across five years of cases, moots
and internships.' Later, a corporate lawyer
drafts deals late at night; a litigator argues
in court and builds clients slowly.

How you getin

e CLAT (Common Law Admission Test):
English, current affairs, reasoning and
Class 10 maths.'

e AILET (All India Law Entrance Test): the
National Law University Delhi's own
test.?
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e SLAT (Symbiosis Law Admission Test):
for Symbiosis Law School.®

Where to study

NLUs are government law universities, one
in most states.

NLSIU Bengaluru; NLU Delhi; NALSAR
bbbl A\bout 314 to 23 lakh

NLU Jodhpur; NUJS; HNLU and other NLUs
S About 311 to 18 lakh?

Symbiosis Pune; Jindal Global
About 4.5 lakh a year; 360 lakh or more at Jindal®

After the degree
About 4,000 Upto2in3 217 to 19 lakh
NLU seats join law firms median at top
NLUs®

LEADS TO  Corporate lawyer Advocate Judge

Legal adviser LLM (master's in law)

The median (middle salary) counts only law-
firm jobs. A young litigator often starts on
about 20,000 a month, so classmates can
start many times apart. Court work can
grow well.
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How to prepare

e Read a good newspaper daily and
summarise one editorial.

e Practise reading comprehension and
logic puzzles from Class 11.

o Take full practice tests (mocks) in the
autumn of Class 12.

Is it for you?

GOOD FIT IF

v you read closely, write well and argue
clearly

v you can handle long hours and heavy
reading

THINK TWICE IF
! you are counting on law-firm pay, or a
private fee is out of reach

\

Management also welcomes every stream.
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CHAPTER 14

Management

IIM integrated programmes and other
management degrees

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION
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An IIM seat straight after school
costs about 240 lakh, while Delhi
University's BMS costs under 21 lakh.
Both reward strong maths.

H/ g
Can you join an I[IM (Indian Institute of

Management) straight from school? Yes, but
ask whether the fee is worth it.

1ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK
IPMAT, JIPMAT, IPM (Integrated Manager,
CUET-UG Programmein consultant

Management, 5
years), BMS or
BBA
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YOU STUDY Business and economics; an IPM runs
into the 1IM's MBA

OPEN TO Any stream; usually 60 per cent in
Class 10 and 12, age 20 at most

TOoTALcosT  About 340 lakh for an IPM; under %1
lakh for Delhi University's BMS

What it is really like

At 4 pm in an I[IM classroom, teenagers
argue over saving a failing tea brand. An
IPM joins a three-year bachelor's phase to
the IIM's two-year MBA, the master's
degree in business. A BMS or BBAis a
three-year degree of case studies and
internships. Later, consulting means long
hours and travel.

How you getin
o IPMAT (IPM Aptitude Test): run by IIM
Indore and IIM Rohtak, heavy on maths.'

e JIPMAT (Joint IPM Admission Test): for
IIM Bodh Gaya and Jammu.”

e CUET-UG (Common University Entrance
Test, for central universities): for Delhi
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University's BMS, with Maths.

Where to study

IIM Indore; 1IM Rohtak
GOVERNMENT Ry 2Bk

Delhi University BMS
GOVERNMENT Quyre PNk

NMIMS; Symbiosis and others
About %5 lakh and up®

After the degree
About 800 About7in10  About 210
IPM seats at the placed at a top Delhi lakh
IMs® college median pay there

PAY OVER TIME

about 218 lakh about 222 lakh

about 27 lakh

Start 5 years 10 years
LEADS TO  Consultant Business analyst

Marketing manager Entrepreneur

The median is the middle value. The ladder
covers all consultants; top IIM graduates
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start far higher. IIMs rarely report IPM pay
alone.” A BMS can cost a fortieth of an IPM.

How to prepare

¢ Keep Class 10 and 12 marks above 60 per
cent.

e Practise quantitative aptitude (quick
maths reasoning) and reading.

e Check each brochure's age limit.

Is it for you?

.
GOOD FIT IF

v you are strong at maths and sure about
business

v you enjoy leading groups and speaking up

THINK TWICE IF
! your board exam marks are below 60 per
cent, or the fee means a heavy loan

\

Humanities come next, and welcome
science students too.
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CHAPTER 15

Humanities, psychology
and economics

Delhi University, Mumbai colleges and liberal
arts universities
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/ o KEY POINT

A BA can start almost free: under
230,000 a year at top Delhi colleges.
Itis usually a stepping stone, and
nearly 3 in 10 civil services
selections are humanities
graduates.

\ J/
A4

Does a BA (Bachelor of Arts) lead nowhere?
No, and a science student can switch.

1ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK

CUET-UG, or BA or BSc (Hons, Civil services,

board marks one main policy,
subject), 3or 4 psychology
years
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YOU STUDY One subject in depth: psychology,
economics, history, English

OPEN TO Any stream; Economics needs Maths

ToTALcosT  Under 30,000 a year at top Delhi
colleges; 45 to 50 lakh at Ashoka

What it is really like

At 2 pm in a Delhi seminar room, a quiet
student's argument turns the room. You
read and write constantly; psychology and
economics add statistics. For most, the
degree is a stepping stone to a master's,
law, management or the civil services,
senior government posts.

How you getin

e CUET-UG (Common University Entrance
Test): for Delhi University (DU) and most
public universities. A PCM (Physics,
Chemistry, Maths) student still qualifies
for most DU humanities courses. '

e Board marks (Class 12 results): most
Mumbai colleges, though St Xavier's adds
its own test.
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e Own tests: private universities such as
Ashoka, Krea and FLAME.

Where to study

Lady Shri Ram, Miranda House, Shri Ram

 ——— College of Commerce; St Xavier's Mumbai
Under 30,000 a year®

Presidency Kolkata; Madras School of
GOVERNMENT .
Economics

A few thousand to about 1.3 lakh a year*®

Ashoka; Krea

About %11 to 13 lakh a year®”

After the degree
N )
About 47 Few About 28
lakh take campus jobs at lakh
start a BA each top colleges® median for those
year® placed™
PAY OVER TIME
about 211 lakh about 213 lakh about 216 lakh

Start 5 years 10 years
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LEaps To  Civil servant Economist Psychologist

Journalist MA, MBA or PhD

The median is the middle value. The ladder
is the official pay of an IAS officer, the top
rank in the civil services. Yet nearly 3 in 10
civil services selections are humanities
graduates." Psychologists and journalists
start nearer X3 to 4 lakh."”

How to prepare

e Read a newspaper and one serious book
each week.

e Write short pieces and ask a teacher for
feedback.

e Pick CUET-UG papers that match your

Class 12 subjects, and keep Maths for
Economics.

Is it for you?

GOOD FIT IF

v you love reading, writing and arguing
ideas

v you will study further before a well-paid
job

\
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THINK TWICE IF
! you need a secure job straight after
graduation

Next come careers built on professional
exams.
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CHAPTER 16

Professional careers

Actuarial science, company secretary,
defence and the merchant navy

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION
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A qualified actuary can earn 225 to
80 lakh, and the entry test is free.
NDA, the National Defence
Academy, pays cadets to train.

H/ o
Want a steady, well-paid career without

engineering? These routes run on exams,
training or a uniform.

1ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK

ACET, CSEET, NDA Examsinstages, Actuary, officer,
(National or training pilot

Defence

Academy), IMU

CET
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YOU STUDY Risk maths, company law, officer
training, navigation or flying

OPEN TO Mostly any stream; merchant navy
(cargo ships) and NDA's Navy and Air
Force need PCM (Physics, Chemistry,
Maths)

ToTAL cosT  ACET is free; NDA pays cadets; about
X8 lakh for a sea degree

What iitis really like

At 6 am at NDA, cadets are on parade, paid
to learn. An actuary prices insurance risk,
passing exams while working for four to six
years or more. Company secretaries keep
firms within company law. Officers lead in
uniform or at sea; pilots train, then wait for
an airline job.

How you getin

e ACET (Actuarial Common Entrance Test):
a free online maths, statistics and
reasoning paper.'

e CSEET (Company Secretary Executive
Entrance Test): the first step, open to any
stream.”
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e NDA and IMU CET (Indian Maritime
University test): NDA takes ages about
16.5 to 19.5, women included; IMU CET
needs 60 per cent in PCM.**

Where to study

NDA; Indian Maritime University
No tuition at NDA; about 8 lakh at IMU

Maritime academies; flight schools
%15 to 21 lakh; X7 to 10 lakh for a pilot licence®

Institute of Actuaries of India; ICSI (company

secretaries' institute)
Low exam fees; home study

After the degree
~ Y Y N

About 788 About7in10 225to 80

NDA places a year® pass CSEET, June lakh

2026° a fully qualified
actuary’
PAY OVER TIME
about 214 lakh about 216 lakh about 218 lakh

Start 5 years 10 years
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LEADS TO  Actuary Company secretary

Armed forces officer Ship's officer Pilot

The ladder is an army officer's pay before
allowances. At sea, pay is monthly: about
330,000 to 70,000 for a deck cadet (trainee
officer), for four to nine months a year.*

How to prepare

e Keep Maths for most of these routes.
e Sit ACET or CSEET after your boards,
with a regular degree alongside.

e For uniform, sea or air, check medical
rules before paying fees.

Is it for you?

GOOD FIT IF

v you are strong at maths and steady
through years of exams

v you want a disciplined life in uniform or
at sea

THINK TWICE IF

! you want a settled home life, or have no
backup plan
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Many more doors, from nursing to hotels,
follow in brief.
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CHAPTER 17

More doors, in brief

Health, farming, hospitality, media, teaching
and commerce

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION
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Some quiet routes pay better than
their fame suggests. A government
nursing officer starts at about 210
lakh, and a central-school teacher
at about 27 to 9 lakh.

H/ >
What else is there beyond doctor, engineer
and CA? Far more than most families think:

here are twenty-two more doors, in Six
groups.

A few names recur. NEET-UG is the national
medical entrance test. CUET-UG is a
common test for central universities. The
ICAR quota is a national share of farm-
college seats. PCB and PCM mean Class 12
physics and chemistry, with biology or
maths.
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® Health and care, beyond the doctor

[

Nursing B.Sc Nursing, 4 years

IN AlIMS (top government medical institutes)
exam, NEET-UG or state tests; PCB with English,
45 per cent

stupy  AlIMS, very low fees; CMC (Christian Medical
College) Vellore; state colleges

Leaps To Nursing officer, about X10 lakh to start in
government; far less privately

Pharmacy B.Pharm (Bachelor of Pharmacy), 4 years

IN State tests or merit; PCM or PCB

sTupy  Jamia Hamdard; BITS Pilani (private); state
colleges?

LEADS TO Pharmacist, drug industry; retail starts near
2.5 lakh

Physiotherapy and allied health BpT (Bachelor

of Physiotherapy), 4.5 years; lab, radiography, optometry

IN Class 12 marks; NEET-UG planned for BPT from
2027-28°

sTuby  CMC Vellore; state and private colleges

LEADS TO Physiotherapist, lab or imaging technologist,
optometrist
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Dentistry BDS (Bachelor of Dental Surgery), 5 years

IN NEET-UG; about 28,000 seats, about 6 in 7
private®

sTupy  Government colleges cost far less

LEADS To Dentist; MDS (a master's) to specialise

AYUSH (traditional Indian medicine) sawvs,
BHMS, BUMS, BSMS, 5.5 years
IN NEET-UG; seats doubled in ten years®

sTuby  Government and private colleges

LEaDs To Ayurveda, homoeopathy, Unani or Siddha
practice

Nutrition and dietetics B.5c (Hons) Food and

Nutrition, or Home Science

IN CUET-UG, or the ICAR quota
stupy Lady Irwin College, Delhi, about 1.4 lakh for
four years®

LEaDps To Dietitian, community nutrition, food industry
L

¢ Food, farming and animals

[

Agriculture B.Sc (Hons) Agriculture, 4 years
IN CUET-UG for the ICAR quota; state tests’

sTtupy  State agricultural universities

LEADS TOo Agriculture officer, agri-business; bank field
officer, about X9 lakh to start
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Food technology BTech, 4 years

IN JEE Main (engineering test) and JoSAA (seat
allotment) for NIFTEM; ICAR quota or state
tests

sTubpy  NIFTEM (food technology institute), Kundli and
Thanjavur, about X6 lakh in total®

LEaDs To Food processing, quality control, Food Safety
Officer

Dairy, fisheries, forestry B.Tech Dairy, B.F.5c

(fisheries science), B.Sc Forestry or Horticulture

IN CUET-UG for the ICAR quota, or state tests

sTupy  NDRI (national dairy institute) Karnal for dairy;
state colleges

LEaDS To Dairy, fisheries and forest jobs

Veterinary science B.V.Sc, 5.5 years

IN NEET-UG, state and national-quota seats

sTuby  State veterinary colleges; government seats
cost far less®

LEADS To Veterinary officer, animal hospitals, dairy
industry

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA

87



2 Hospitality and travel

[

Hotel management B.Sc Hospitality, 3 years

IN NCHM JEE (hotel management test), any
stream, no age limit; about 8,600 seats'”

sTtupy  Central IHMs (hotel management institutes),
about X3 to 5 lakh for the course

LEADS TO Hotels, airlines, cruise lines; about X2 to 5 lakh
to start

Culinclry arts BBA (business degree) Culinary Arts, 3
years

IN Own test or CUET-UG; 45 per cent in Class 12

sTupy Indian Culinary Institute, Tirupati and Noida,
about 4.4 lakh"

Leaps To Chef, kitchen management, own food business

Tourism and aviation BBA Tourism; BBA Aviation
Management

IN CUET-UG or own test, with interview

sTupy  |ITTM (government tourism institute), about I3
lakh; national aviation university, about 4.5
lakh

LEADS To Travel and airport management
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O Mediq, arts and languages

[

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA

Journalism BA (Hons) Journalism; BA Mass

Communication

IN CUET-UG for Delhi University; Symbiosis's own
test, SET

stupy  Delhi University, low fees; Symbiosis, about
3.5 lakh a year'

LEADS TO Reporter, editor, communications; about 3.6
lakh to start

Performing arts BPA (Bachelor of Performing Arts); BA

(Hons) Music

IN CUET-UG plus a practical or audition

sTupy  BHU (Banaras Hindu University); Delhi
University"®

LEADS To Performer, teacher; National School of Drama
after a degree

Foreign Ianguages BA (Hons) in a language, 4 years

IN CUET-UG

sTubpY  JNU and EFLU Hyderabad (central language
universities), low fees'

LEADS To Translation, tourism, multinational companies
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[ Teaching, society and sport

[

Teaching ITEP (degree plus teacher training): BA, B.Sc or
B.Com with B.Ed, 4 years

IN NCET (its national test), about 7,000 seats'®

LEADS To Teacher, no separate B.Ed (teaching degree);
about X7 to 9 lakh in a Kendriya Vidyalaya
(central school), about X3 lakh in private
schools

Social work Bsw (Bachelor of Social Work): BA (Hons)
Social Work

N CUET-UG

stupy  TISS (a social sciences institute); Jamia'®

LEaDS TOo NGOs, public programmes, company social-
responsibility teams

Sport B.P.Ed (Bachelor of Physical Education), 4 years

IN CUET-UG plus skill and fitness tests

sTubpY  LNIPE (sports education institute) Gwalior and
Guwahati, about 50,000 a year]7

LEADS To PE teacher, coach, fitness professional
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B Commerce, computing and skills

[

Commerce B.Com (Hons), 3 or 4 years

IN CUET-UG

stupy  Delhi University; top colleges report medians
(middle pay) near %8 lakh'®

LEaDs To Accounts, banking, finance; pairs well with CA
(chartered accountancy, Chapter 5)

Computer applications BCA (computing degree), 3

years

IN Class 12 marks, CUET-UG or a university test
stupy  Many colleges; check each placement record

LEADS TOo Software and IT roles; MCA (a master's) for
more

skill degrees B.oc (vocational degree), 3 years

IN Any stream

sTtupy  Hands-on training; diploma after one year,
degree after three'

Leaps To Skilled jobs in your trade
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GOOD TO KNOW

Route missing? Put Chapter 3's five
questions to it, and ask recent graduates
what they do now.

Some families look beyond India, and the
next chapter weighs that choice.

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA 92



CHAPTER 18

Study abroad

What it costs, what it takes and where it is
worth it

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

4 @ «ev roinT

A degree abroad costs from about
€50 lakh to 23.7 crore, set mostly by
the country. In 2025, about 6 in 10 US
student visas for Indians were
refused.

H/ o
Is a degree abroad worth what it costs?
Weigh the price against what it buys.

1 ENTRANCE 2 DEGREE 3 WORK
English test, SAT BA, BSc or BFA Work in India or
(a Us admission (Bachelor of Fine ~ abroad

test), portfolio Arts), 3 or 4 years

YOU STUDY A degree, sometimes after a
foundation (bridging) year

OPEN TO Any stream

ToTALcosT  Set mostly by the country, with living
costs (table below)
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What it is really like

It is 11 pm in a Milan design studio. An
Indian student glues a model, classmates
arguing in three languages. A degree abroad
buys teaching, a known name and contacts
India may not offer. Prices swing wildly.
Italy and Germany charge little or no
tuition; the US costs most. Afterwards you
may work there on a post-study visa or
come home.

How you getin

e IELTS or TOEFL (English language tests):
nearly every course wants one.

e Digital SAT: for some US colleges.

e Portfolio (your best work): for art, design
and architecture.

e Germany: a JEE Advanced (IIT entrance
test) result, a year of an Indian degree, or
a preparatory year in German.'

Where to study

X3 RISD, SCAD, Carnegie Mellon
About X1.9 to 3.7 crore for four years2
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T3 UAL (University of the Arts London); UCL
Bartlett
About 1.8 to 2.2 crore for three years®

I3 Politecnico di Milano; German public

universities; Dutch art academies
About %50 lakh to 1.5 crore®'

XT3 NTU (Nanyang Technological University)
Singapore
About X1.5 crore for four years5

After the degree

” ™ ~ ™ 7~ ™~
About 7.7 About6in10 18 months
lakh US student visas UK post-study work
Indians left to study refused to Indians, visa, from 20278
abroad, 20246 20257

LEADS TO  Engineer Designer = Architect

Researcher Analyst Master's abroad

Results are hard to judge: few schools
publish job figures. Loans with no property
pledged are not reliable now (Chapter 20).

How to prepare

e Keep board marks high; UK offers
depend on them.
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e Take an English test, and the SAT for the
US, in Class 12.

¢ Build a portfolio for art, or start German
early for Germany.

Is it for you?

.
GOOD FIT IF

v your family can pay without heavy debt,
or you win a merit scholarship

v you want a brand or network India does
not offer

THINK TWICE IF
! you are counting on a US visa or a large

loan
.

-
GOOD TO KNOW

A few top US colleges admit international
students regardless of ability to pay, then
cover what the family cannot.”

&

Wherever you study, Part Three begins with
the exams.
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PART THREE

Making it happen

The exams and the calendar, paying for it, what Al

changes, a two-year plan, and deciding together.

19
20
2]
22
23

The exams and the 2027-28 calendar
Paying for it

Al and the future of these careers
Your two-year plan

Deciding together

Closing thoughts

The short version
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CHAPTER 19

The exams and the 2027-
28 calendar

What to sit, when, and the clashes to plan
around

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

/ o KEY POINT
Forms open from September, tests
run from December to May, and the
Class 12 boards sit in the middle.
Four clash months need planning
now.
H/ .
When does each exam fall, and which
collide? Here is the year on one page.

Forms open from September to December.
Tests run from December to May. Seat
allotment, called counselling, follows in
June and July. No 2028 notice was out at the
time of writing, so every date is projected.

The main exams
The bulletin is each exam's official notice.
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Exam

UCEED

NID DAT

NIFT exam

NATA

JEE Main

JEE

Advanced

CUET-UG

CLAT and
AILET

IPMAT and
JIPMAT

IISER IAT

NEST

For

Design at the
IITs

Design at NID

Design and
fashion

Architecture

NITs, IlITs,
B.Arch, B.Plan

[ITs, IIT B.Arch

DU, BHU,
central
universities

Law at the

NLUs

IIM five-year
programmes

[ISERs, 11Sc

NISER, CEBS

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA

When
(projected)

Mid-Jan 2028

Prelims Dec
2027; Mains
Apr to May?

Jan or early Feb

2028°

Apr to Jun 2028,

after the
boards’

Late Jan and

early Apr 2028°
Late May 2028'°

Mid-May to

early Jun 2028"

Early and mid-

Dec 2027'?%

May to early
Jun 2028'°'6

Early Jun 2028'"®

Early Jun
20287

Fee

About
34,0007

About
¥3,000*

About
%2,000°

About
1,750 a
try®

Check the
bulletin

Check the
bulletin

Check the
bulletin

About
3,000 to
4,000

About
32,200 to
5,000"

About
22,000

Check the
notice
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Exam For When Fee

(projected)
ISl and CMI Maths and May 20282'%2  About
statistics 1,500 at
1517
IIT Madras Online BS Any term, from  Check the
BS Class 1174 site
Digital SAT  Study abroad Mar to Jun About
2027, retake 10,700 a
autumn?® sitting?®

Other exams fall across the year: NCHM JEE
(hotel management) in late April, IMU CET
(merchant navy) in late May, CA Foundation
(chartered accountancy) in May or
September, and ACET (actuarial science) in
June or December. 26272829
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Oct (0 UCAS Oxbridge, 15 Oct) (0 UCEED registrotion)
2027
Nov (o Common App early, 1to 15 NO\D
2027
® NIFT registration
Dec (o CLAT, 1st sunday ) (@ AILET, 2nd Sunday )
2027
(o NID Prelims, 3rd Sunday) (o SLAT, late Dec)
Jan Co UCEED, mid—Jcm) (o NIFT, Jan or early Feb )
2028 memmeemmeeeecaaeny
{® JEE Main |, late Jan K (o UCAS deadline, mid-JorD
(o Common App, 1to 15 JarD (0 CBSE prqcticqls)
() pesignand art . Architecture () Law, management

() science, maths () CUET, Delhi Univ. () Abroad

O cBsE

() other

Dates projected from the 2026 and 2027 cycles.

Figure 19.1 The 2027-28 exam season, October to
January (projected dates).
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Feb (0 CBSE boards from about 17 FetD
2028

Mar (. Boards continue) (0 UCEED result, early Mqr)

2028
® NID Prelims result
Apr ® Boards end, early Apr, -':o JEE Main 2, early Apr ::

Wy || e YOI R

(o NID Mains, Apr to May ) (e NIFT situation Test )

© NCHM JEE, late Apr

May (e cMi, about 2 May ) (@ IPMAT, Ist and 2nd week )
2028

(o SET, early May ) (o ISI, about 10 May )

(® CUET-UG, from about 11 May )

(0 JEE Advanced, about 17 May)

(o IMU CET, late May ) (0 CBSE result, mid—May)

Jun (@ NEST, about 6 Jun ) (@ IAT, about 7 Jun )

2028
® JIPMAT, about 7 Jun

CO NID allotment, NIFT result )

Jul (0 DU admissions (CSASD (0 DU ECA and sports triols)
2028

(o Colleges start, late Jul)

() pesignandart  {___ Architecture () Law, management
() science, maths () CUET, Delhi Univ. () Abroad

O cBsE () other

Shaded rows: CBSE Class 12 boards. Dates projected from the 2026 and

Figure 19.2 The 2027-28 exam season, February to July
(projected dates).

The board exams

Everything must fit around the one fixed
block: the Class 12 boards. The 2028 CBSE
(central board) exams should run from mid-
February to early April, with results by mid-
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May.*° Two board sittings a year apply only
to Class 10, so plan Class 12 as one sitting.”

Where the calendar clashes

Circle these four clashes in red.

December 2027: CLAT, AILET (both law)
and NID Prelims (design) fall on three
Sundays in a row

January 2028: NIFT, UCEED and JEE
Main Session 1 all come before the
boards

March and April 2028: JEE Main Session
2 and the first NATA tests overlap the last
board papers

May 2028: CMI, IPMAT, ISI, CUET-UG

and JEE Advanced fall within about three
weeks

Pick a few exams, check each real notice,
then count the cost.
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CHAPTER 20

Paying for it
Living costs, scholarships, loans and studying
from home

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

4 @ «cev roinT

Living costs canrival the fees.
Studying from home, where the
course exists, can save about 23 to
12 lakh over four years.

H/ Y
The fee receipt is only the start. The hostel,
the mess bill and the laptop follow.

Living away from home

™ ™

Up to Up to Up to
245,000 215,000 225,000
amonth, allin, in a a month for a a month for a PG
metro’ campus hostel’ (paying guest)

room'

Home may be the biggest scholarship you
ever win.
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Scholarships

Help exists, but most government
scholarships set a family income limit
between 2.5 lakh and X8 lakh a year.”

e Central Sector Scheme: about 12,000

to 20,000 a year, income up to about
4.5 lakh

e AICTE Pragati (technical education
regulator), for girls in technical courses:
350,000 a year, income up to X8 lakh

¢ Reliance Foundation: up to X2 lakh over
the degree, any stream, income up to 15
lakh®

Above these caps, look for merit
scholarships from the college or your state.

Loans

When savings run out, a loan fills the gap.
Education loans up to X7.5 lakh need no
property pledged, and a parent signs as co-
borrower.” The government's PM-
Vidyalaxmi loan website cuts the interest
rate by 3 per cent on loans up to 10 lakh,
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for family income under X8 lakh.® Bank
rates in 2026 were about 9.5 to 10 per cent.”

GOOD TO KNOW

Loan interest is tax-deductible for eight
years under Section 80E, but only under the
old tax regime (the older income tax rules).’

Coaching and equipment

Many families treat coaching as

compulsory; for every exam in this book it

is optional. Rough big-city prices:

e Design or NATA (architecture): about
10,000 to 50,000°°

o CLAT (law): about 55,000 a year'™

o Full JEE (engineering) coaching: about
X2 lakh a year"

e A drawing tablet: from about 34,000

Studying close to home

Most states have a public university and an
NIT or NLU (national engineering and law
institutes) at a fraction of private fees. Next:
will Al change these careers?
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CHAPTER 21

Al and the future of these
careers

What the evidence says

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

4 @ «cev roinT
Al is thinning beginner jobs faster
than skilled ones. Routes that mix
logical thinking with a craft hold up
best.
— y
Should Al change which route you choose?
A little.

The evidence
™ )
11 per cent 170 million 92 million
fewer jobs for new jobs expected jobs displaced by
exposed workers by 20302 20302

aged 22 to 25'

On a large freelance website, contracts in
the jobs Al can most easily do fell a few per
cent within a year of the Al tools arriving.®
US salary records show firms hiring fewer
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juniors.' Employers rank Ul and UX design
among the fastest-growing roles, and

graphic design among the fastest-
shrinking.”
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Which routes hold up

About 19% 2% and 5%

Gap in jobs for 22 to Fall in contracts and earnings
25-year-olds in the most for Al-exposed freelancers
Al-exposed work, against within six to eight months

less-exposed peers

Stanford payroll study, 2026 Upwork study
o, ()
20to 65% 74%
Time Al saves on junior Architecture practices already
visual-effects tasks in India using Al
FICCI-EY 2026 RIBA 2026

How the routes hold up

m IIIT Delhi B.Tech in Computer

Science and Design

m IIT and IIITDM B.Des (interaction

and product design); research
science and mathematics

Moderate tohigh  Law; integrated management

Moderate Architecture (drclfting exposed,
design leadership durable); private
liberal arts

Mixed NID and NIFT (product, exhibition,

interaction and craft hold up; graphic,
animation and fashion
communication exposed); applied art
(commodity illustration exposed)

‘ Animation, VFX and game art

production roles (real-time 3D and
pipeline roles hold up)

Top: more durable. Bottom: more exposed. Ratings are this book's
judgement from the evidence in Chapter 10, not measurements.

Figure 21.1 What the evidence says about Al, and how
the routes hold up.
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Routes that mix logical thinking with a
craft, such as product and interaction
design, sit at the safer end. Routine
production, such as basic animation, VFX
(visual effects) and graphic work, is more
exposed.

What this means for you

So build skills Al cannot copy easily. Taste,
subject knowledge, seeing how parts fit
together, and the ability to build in code
will hold their value. No Indian study has
measured this yet, so treat this as a
forecast. Next, your plan.
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CHAPTER 22

Your two-year plan

Three decisions and what to do each season

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

4 @ «ev PoinT
Three dated decisions, by December
2026, April 2027 and August 2027,
keep the right doors open. Three or
four exams are plenty.
— J
Is Class 11 too early to plan? No, and the
good news is that most preparation
overlaps across routes.
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Three decisions

‘ BY DECEMBER 2026, END OF CLASS 11 TERM ONE
Decision 1: Which two or three routes are on
your shortlist?

Use the self-check in Chapter 2 and the five

questions in Chapter 3. Talk to one person working in
each field.

0 BY APRIL 2027, START OF CLASS 12
Decision 2: What is your exam bundle?

One main target, one safe option such as CUET-UG,
and at most one exam that tests a different skill.

’ BY AUGUST 2027
Decision 3:Is study abroad a real plan?

If yes, plan the SAT and an English test in 2027. If
not, give that time to Indian exams.

_________________________________________________

!

! Keep aplan B at every step: a low-cost exam such as :

i CUET-UG and a good college close to home. |
1

_________________________________________________

Figure 22.1 Three decisions, three dates.

1. By December 2026: shortlist two or
three routes. Chapter 2 tests your interests
and Chapter 3 tests each degree. Drop
routes that fail both.

2. By April 2027: choose your exam bundle.
Your bundle is the few exams your shortlist
needs.
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3. By August 2027: decide on study abroad.
If abroad is real, sit the SAT, the US
admission test, in 2027 and plan an English
test in mid-2027.' If not, use that autumn
for Indian forms.?

Build your exam bundle

Four steps build it, in this order.

0 Pick a main target

Choose the exam for the route you want
most, and give it most of your time

e Add a safe option

CUET-UG (the central universities test)
follows the Class 12 syllabus and opens
many universities

e Add at most one different-skill exam

CLAT (law) or IPMAT (management) each
need their own preparation

o Check the clashes

Compare your dates with the clash list in
Chapter 19

More exams mean more fees and thinner
preparation.
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Sep to Nov 2026
Explore: read Part Two, try a free aptitude check,
and speak to people in two or three fields.

’ Dec 2026: Decision 1: shortlist two or three routes

Jan to Mar 2027

Try last year's papers for your shortlisted exams,
timed. Class 11 exams come first.

‘ Apr 2027: Decision 2: choose your exam bundle

Apr to Jul 2027
Steady preparation, two to three hours a day. Build
a portfolio if a creative route is on your list.

’ Aug 2027: Decision 3: abroad or not

Sep to Nov 2027
Register for each exam as its window opens. Early
deadlines abroad, if relevant.

Dec 2027 to Jan 2028
First exams: CLAT, AILET, NID, NIFT, UCEED and
JEE Main, as relevant.

Feb to early Apr 2028
Board exams come first. Register for the exams
held after the boards.

Apr to Jun 2028
The busiest season: CUET-UG, NATA, JEE
Advanced, IPMAT, IAT, NEST and others.

Jun to Aug 2028
Results, counselling and seat allotment. Colleges
start from late July.

Figure 22.2 The two-year plan, from Class 11 to college.

The figure shows each season from Class 11
to admission. In Class 11, explore routes, try
past papers and build steady habits of about
2 to 3 hours a day.® Use the summer before
Class 12 to cover your main syllabus and, for
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creative routes, a portfolio. In Class 12,
register as each form opens, sit a timed
practice test weekly, and put the boards
first from February.

Every date is projected, so check each
against Chapter 19. A plan only works if the
family backs it.
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CHAPTER 23

Deciding together

A worksheet for the family and the final choice

CONTENTS | THE SHORT VERSION

4 @ «ev PoinT
Most family arguments are really
about different fears. Score each
route separately, compare, and
agree a plan B before you decide.

/

Does every dinner end in the same
argument? A shared sheet puts each fear on
the table.

A simple scoring sheet

Score your top three routes from 1to 5 on
five factors: interest, ability, cost, time to
earn and risk. Higher is always better, so an
affordable route scores 5 on cost. The
student and each parent score separately,
then compare.

Factor Law Economics Design

Interest 4 3 5
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Factor Law Economics Design

Ability 3 4 4
Cost 3 5 2
Time to earn 4 3 3
Risk 3 4 3

Here Economics totals 19, and Law and
Design 17 each. The sheet does not decide
for you. It shows the real question: here, the
high cost of design against strong interest.

How to talk about it

With the scores out, these steps keep the
talk kind.

o Listen first
Let the student explain fully, then each
parent

e Separate fear from fact

Check each worry against the route
chapter

e Meet people in the field

Speak to two or three people who do the
work
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o Agree aplanB
Choose a backup route and a safe exam

When you disagree

You may still disagree, and you are in good
company. In a national survey by NCERT,
the government's school education council,
about 8 in 10 school students named
studies, exams and results as a major cause
of anxiety. So set a regular time to talk, and
keep other days free of it. If you are stuck,
ask a school counsellor or a trusted teacher
to sit in.

A final checklist
Check four things before you agree.

o Shortlist

Two or three routes, each checked against
its chapter

o Exams

Three or four, with dates checked in
Chapter 19
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e Money

A plan for fees and living costs, using
Chapter 20

o Review date

A day after board results to decide again,
together

With your plan made and your family
behind you, a few last thoughts close the
book.

Beyond Doctor, Engineer, CA
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Closing thoughts

You began with three doors in view: doctor,
engineer, CA. You end knowing there are
many more.

Which degree you pick matters less than its
shape, its price and when you decide. Your
Class 12 stream (your subject group) is
rarely the barrier it seems. Where you
study shapes your return as much as what
you study, so keep debt low. As Al thins
junior work, people who build and own a
problem will hold their value.

Decide together, keep a plan B, and check
every date against the real 2028 notices.
Then open the door that is yours.
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The short version

Short on time? Here is the whole book in
ten points, each linked to its chapter.

© o0 ©

There are more than forty doors

Most are open to any stream, and several
cost far less. See Chapter 1.

Start with the student, not the college

Interests and strengths matter more than
marks. See Chapter 2.

Judge any degree with five questions

Cost, entry, outcomes, time to earn and Al
See Chapter 3.

Check what your subjects allow

Mathematics keeps the most doors open.
See Chapter 4.

Government seats are the best value

Entrance exams decide who gets them.
See Chapters 5 to 18.

Look at the college, not just the degree

Its own placement numbers tell you more
than its name. See Chapter 3.
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o

o

10

Build a sensible exam bundle

One main target, one safe option, at most
one wild card. See Chapter 22.

Plan around the calendar

December and May are the busiest
months. See Chapter 19.

Keep debt low

A good college near home can save several
lakh. See Chapter 20.

Decide together

Score the options, agree a plan B, revisit
after results. See Chapter 23.

If one idea stays with you, let it be this:
there is rarely a single right door, but there
is almost always a better-informed one.
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Glossary

A

AILET: NLU Delhi's own law entrance test.

B.Arch: A five-year architecture degree
leading to a licence to practise.

B.Des: A four-year design degree.

B.Plan: A four-year degree in town and
regional planning.

B.Stat and B.Math: Statistics and maths
degrees offered only by ISI.

BA LLB: A five-year law degree combined
with a bachelor's subject.

BFA and BVA: Four-year fine arts degrees.

C

CLAT: The entrance test for most National
Law Universities.

CMI: Chennai Mathematical Institute, a
small maths institute with its own test.
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Counselling: The process that allots seats
by rank and your list of choices.

CUET-UG: The common test for Delhi
University, BHU and many other
universities.

Cut-off: The last rank or score that won a
seat in a round.

IAT: The entrance test for the IISERs and
[ISc's BS.

IISER: Indian Institutes of Science
Education and Research, offering BS-MS
degrees.

IIT: Indian Institute of Technology.

IPM: A five-year IIM programme combining
a bachelor's degree and an MBA.

IPMAT: The entrance test for the IPM at IIM
Indore and IIM Rohtak.

ISI: Indian Statistical Institute, entered
through its own test.
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J

JEE Advanced: The second-stage exam for
the IITs.

JEE Main: The national engineering exam,
with papers for architecture and planning.

JoSAA: The single counselling process for
the IITs, NITs and IIITs.

NATA: The architecture aptitude test used
by most B.Arch colleges.

NEST: The entrance test for NISER and
CEBS Mumbai.

NID: National Institute of Design, entered
through NID DAT.

NIFT: National Institute of Fashion
Technology, with its own exam.

NLU: National Law University.

P

Percentile: The share of candidates you
scored above.
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Placement: Jobs offered to final-year
students through the college.

Portfolio: A collection of your own
drawings, projects or photographs.

U

UCEED: The design entrance test for the
IITs and other institutes.
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Notes and sources

Each raised number in the text links here. Figures
marked official come from the institution or exam
body; portal figures come from education websites.

CHAPTER 3: HOW TO JUDGE A DEGREE

1.

NIRF 2025, IIT Bombay data; MNIT Jaipur, NIRF 2026
engineering data

. Amity University Rajasthan, NIRF 2025 engineering

data

. IMS, CLAT seats; NLSIU, NIRF 2026 data; NIRF 2025,

NALSAR data

CHAPTER 5: ENGINEERING, MEDICINE AND CA

1.

w
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11.
12.

NTA, JEE Main public notices; Shiksha, JEE Main 2026
result statistics

. JEE Advanced 2026 result press release
. IIT Bombay, new entrants fee structure 2026; IIT

Bombay, hostel fees 2025-26; IIT Delhi, UG fee
structure 2025-26

. MNIT Jaipur, UG fees 2025-26

. BITS Pilani, fee details

. AICTE data on B.Tech seats 2024-25, as reported

. NTA press release, NEET UG 2026 re-exam result;

Wikipedia, 2026 NEET controversy

. AIIMS New Delhi, Academic Rules and Procedures

(MBBS fees)

. AIIMS New Delhi, hostel accommodation fees
10.

Careers360, Rajasthan NEET UG 2025 allotment and
college fees

MAHE, 2026-27 general fees
Careers360, NEET UG 2025 result statistics
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https://www.nirfindia.org/nirfpdfcdn/2025/pdf/Overall/IR-O-U-0306.pdf
https://mnit.ac.in/uploads/nirf/NIRF2026_Engineering.pdf
https://mnit.ac.in/uploads/nirf/NIRF2026_Engineering.pdf
https://backoffice.amity.edu/jaipur/pdf/full%20report-engineering-07012025.pdf
https://backoffice.amity.edu/jaipur/pdf/full%20report-engineering-07012025.pdf
https://www.imsindia.com/blog/clat/total-seats-in-clat/
https://www.nls.ac.in/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/National-Law-School-of-India-University20260227-NIRF-2026-Data-Submitted.pdf
https://www.nirfindia.org/nirfpdfcdn/2025/pdf/Law/IR-L-N-18.pdf
https://www.nirfindia.org/nirfpdfcdn/2025/pdf/Law/IR-L-N-18.pdf
https://jeemain.nta.nic.in/public-notices/
https://www.shiksha.com/news/engineering-jee-main-2026-result-statistics-15-38-468-lakh-unique-candidates-appeared-across-both-sessions-blogId-227505
https://www.shiksha.com/news/engineering-jee-main-2026-result-statistics-15-38-468-lakh-unique-candidates-appeared-across-both-sessions-blogId-227505
https://jeeadv.ac.in/documents/Result2026PressRelease.pdf
https://acad.iitb.ac.in/sites/default/files/New_Entrants_fee_structure_2026.pdf
https://acad.iitb.ac.in/sites/default/files/New%20Hostel%20Fees%20Structure%20On%20Roll%20UG,PG%20for%202025-26.pdf
https://acad.iitb.ac.in/sites/default/files/New%20Hostel%20Fees%20Structure%20On%20Roll%20UG,PG%20for%202025-26.pdf
https://home.iitd.ac.in/uploads/ug/25-26/Fee%20Structure_2025-26_UG%20Entry%20Students.pdf
https://home.iitd.ac.in/uploads/ug/25-26/Fee%20Structure_2025-26_UG%20Entry%20Students.pdf
https://mnit.ac.in/cms/uploads/2025/05/FeeUG2025-26.pdf
https://bitsadmission.com/FD/FD_fee.html
https://mbcet.wordpress.com/2024/10/30/b-tech-seats-at-eight-year-high-in-2024-25-session-shows-aicte-data-southern-states-fill-major-chunk/
https://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s37bc1ec1d9c3426357e69acd5bf320061/uploads/2026/07/20260716477215762.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_NEET_controversy
https://www.aiims.edu/aiims/academic/Academic%20Rules%20n%20Procedures-8-3-22.pdf
https://www.aiims.edu/aiims/academic/Academic%20Rules%20n%20Procedures-8-3-22.pdf
https://www.aiims.edu/index.php/en/hostel_accomodation_hos_official/fees
https://news.careers360.com/rajasthan-neet-ug-2025-seat-allotment-5367-allotted-round-1-fills-95-mbbs-fee-bond-sms-medical-college-snmc-most-popular/amp
https://news.careers360.com/rajasthan-neet-ug-2025-seat-allotment-5367-allotted-round-1-fills-95-mbbs-fee-bond-sms-medical-college-snmc-most-popular/amp
https://www.manipal.edu/content/dam/manipal/mu/documents/Admissions/adm2026/2026-27%20General%20Fees%20as%20on%2004-09-2026.pdf
https://news.careers360.com/neet-result-2025-12-36-lakh-candidates-qualify

13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

Medical Dialogues, NMC seat matrix 2026-27

AIIMS New Delhi, NIRF 2026 medical data; PIB,
Ministry of Health, 24 July 2026

ICAI, CA courses; Careers360, CA Final thrice a year

Careers360, CA Foundation registrations; TaxGuru,
CA results 2025

ICAI, CA Final January 2026 result; Free Press Journal,
CA Final May 2026 result

Taxscan, ICAI campus placement

CHAPTER 6: DESIGN

1.

6.
7.

UCEED 2026 question paper structure, official

2. UCEED 2026, official
3.
4. PW Live NIFT pattern; Collegedunia NIFT;

NID B.Des Handbook 2026-27; Collegedunia

Careers360 Situation Test

. UCEED 2026; NID B.Des admissions handbook 2026-

27, Careers360, NIFT seat matrix
Careers360 IIT Bombay design placement
PW Live NID placements

CHAPTER 7: ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING

1.
2.
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Kaarwan COA registration guide

Collegedunia SPA Delhi placement; CollegeDekho
B.Plan

. NATA 2026 brochure; nata.in; Silica NATA guide

. Collegedunia JEE Main B.Arch pattern

. Neram AAT 2026; Neram JoSAA guide

. Architecture Live, B.Arch admissions from CoA data;

SPA Delhi and MNIT Jaipur, NIRF architecture data;
NIRF 2025, NIT Calicut architecture data

. ArchiEase architect salary 2026
. Careers360 JEE Main eligibility
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https://medicaldialogues.in/news/education/140664-mbbs-seats-across-839-medical-colleges-for-2026-27-127028-renewed-13636-increased-nmc-updates-seat-matrix-179737
https://www.aiims.edu/images/pdf/Academic_Section/MEDICAL-2026.pdf
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2288843&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2288843&reg=48&lang=1
https://icai-call-sahayata.icai.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CA-Courses-.pdf
https://news.careers360.com/ca-final-exams-be-held-thrice-year-icai
https://finance.careers360.com/articles/ca-day-2025-the-supply-demand-gap-in-india-ca-profession
https://taxguru.in/chartered-accountant/breaking-icai-ca-pass-percentage-hits-historic-2025-results.html
https://taxguru.in/chartered-accountant/breaking-icai-ca-pass-percentage-hits-historic-2025-results.html
https://www.icai.org/post/prc-result-final-jan2026
https://www.freepressjournal.in/education/icai-ca-final-may-2026-result-declared-pass-percentage-drops-sharply-from-last-year-only-1407-clear-both-groups
https://www.freepressjournal.in/education/icai-ca-final-may-2026-result-declared-pass-percentage-drops-sharply-from-last-year-only-1407-clear-both-groups
https://www.taxscan.in/top-stories/26-lakh-salary-package-offered-for-ca-fresher-in-icai-campus-placement-programme-3000-receives-job-offers-1436156
https://www.uceed.iitb.ac.in/2026/question-paper.html
https://www.uceed.iitb.ac.in/2026/
https://admissions.nid.edu/NIDA2026/download/BDes_AdmissionsHandbook2026-27.pdf
https://collegedunia.com/exams/nid
https://www.pw.live/design-architecture/exams/nift-exam-pattern-2026
https://collegedunia.com/exams/nift
https://design.careers360.com/articles/what-to-expect-in-nift-situation-test-2026
https://www.uceed.iitb.ac.in/2026/
https://admissions.nid.edu/NIDA2026/download/BDes_AdmissionsHandbook2026-27.pdf
https://admissions.nid.edu/NIDA2026/download/BDes_AdmissionsHandbook2026-27.pdf
https://design.careers360.com/articles/nift-seat-matrix
https://design.careers360.com/articles/iit-bombay-design-placement
https://www.pw.live/design-architecture/exams/nid-placements
https://www.kaarwan.com/blog/architecture/guide-to-coa-registration-process-in-india?id=183
https://collegedunia.com/college/25469-school-of-planning-and-architecture-spa-new-delhi/placement
https://www.collegedekho.com/courses/b-plan
https://www.collegedekho.com/courses/b-plan
https://www.nata.in/assets/pdf/nata-brochure-final.pdf
https://www.nata.in/
https://silica.co.in/blog/all-about-nata-2026-exam-registration-attempts-results-qualification-score-validity-pattern-syllabus
https://collegedunia.com/exams/jee-main/barch-exam-pattern
https://neramclasses.com/aat-2026
https://neramclasses.com/counseling/josaa
https://architecture.live/adm-23-26/
https://www.mnit.ac.in/uploads/nirf/NIRF2026_Arch.pdf
https://www.nirfindia.org/nirfpdfcdn/2025/pdf/Architecture/IR-A-U-0263.pdf
https://www.archiease.com/articles/architect-salary-india/
https://engineering.careers360.com/articles/jee-main-eligibility-criteria

CHAPTER 8: FINE AND APPLIED ARTS

1.
. College of Art Delhi admission policy 2026-27, official
. Collegedunia BHU BFA

. CET Cell MAH-AAC syllabus, official

. MSU Fine Arts brochure, official; Careers360 MSU

. Careers360 MSU BVA Applied Arts
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MSU Art History department

CHAPTER 9: ANIMATION, FILM AND MEDIA

1

w

. WWI B.Des Animation, official; WWI B.Des Game

Design, official

. SRFTI prospectus 2026, official
. Collegedunia NID AFD
. AnimationXpress on animation; AnimationXpress on

VFX; EY newsroom, March 2026

. Outlook Respawn on studio internships; upGrad

game designer salary

CHAPTER 10: CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY

4.

. IIIT Delhi CSD; IIIT Delhi placement statistics
. Collegedunia MAHE B.Des CAC; Careers360 Srishti

CAC; Shiksha Srishti B.Voc

. CMU tuition 2026-27; Academic Approach on CMU

testing
Careers360 Plaksha 2026

CHAPTER 11: SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

1.
2.
3.

SciAstra on IAT 2026; Shiksha IISER 2026
nestexam.in, official; Collegedunia NEST pattern

ISI admissions, official; College Simplified ISI;
Collegedunia ISI test

. Cracku IISc BS 2026
. SciAstra IISER fees
. upGrad data scientist salary
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https://msubaroda.ac.in/academics/FFA/department/AHA
https://colart.delhi.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-07/admision_policy_of_bfa_for_2026-2027.pdf
https://collegedunia.com/university/25924-banaras-hindu-university-bhu-varanasi/bachelor-of-fine-arts-bfa-201
https://cetcell.mahacet.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/MAH-AAC-Syllabus-Marking-Scheme.pdf
https://msu-new-2023-ec2-ubuntu-unzip.s3.ap-south-1.amazonaws.com/asset/storage/admission/Fine%20Arts%20brochure%202021-22%20(1).pdf
https://www.careers360.com/university/maharaja-sayajirao-university-of-baroda-vadodara/bva-applied-arts-course
https://www.careers360.com/university/maharaja-sayajirao-university-of-baroda-vadodara/bva-applied-arts-course
https://www.whistlingwoods.net/admissions/school-animation/bdes-in-animation-4-years/
https://www.whistlingwoods.net/admissions/school-animation/bdes-in-game-design-4-years/
https://www.whistlingwoods.net/admissions/school-animation/bdes-in-game-design-4-years/
https://srfti.ac.in/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/SRFTI-Prospectus-2026.pdf
https://collegedunia.com/college/5884-national-institute-of-design-nid-ahmedabad/bachelor-of-design-bdes-animation-film-design-7590
https://www.animationxpress.com/latest-news/ficci-ey-report-2026-indian-animation-sector-records-six-per-cent-decline/
https://www.animationxpress.com/latest-news/ficci-ey-report-2026-indian-vfx-segment-recalibrates-to-reach-rs-48-billion-revenue/
https://www.animationxpress.com/latest-news/ficci-ey-report-2026-indian-vfx-segment-recalibrates-to-reach-rs-48-billion-revenue/
https://www.ey.com/en_in/newsroom/2026/03/india-s-media-and-entertainment-sector-grew-9-percent-to-inr-2-point-78-trillion-in-2025-driven-by-digital-and-live-experiences-ficci-ey-report
https://respawn.outlookindia.com/gaming/gaming-guides/game-studio-internships-in-india-where-and-how-to-apply
https://www.upgrad.com/blog/video-game-designer-salary-india/
https://www.upgrad.com/blog/video-game-designer-salary-india/
https://iiitd.ac.in/academics/btech/csd
https://iiitd.ac.in/placement/past-stats
https://collegedunia.com/university/25617-manipal-academy-of-higher-education-mahe-manipal/bachelor-of-design-bdes-creative-and-applied-computation-23320
https://www.careers360.com/colleges/srishti-manipal-institute-of-art-design-and-technology-bangalore/bdes-creative-and-applied-computation-course
https://www.careers360.com/colleges/srishti-manipal-institute-of-art-design-and-technology-bangalore/bdes-creative-and-applied-computation-course
https://www.shiksha.com/college/srishti-manipal-institute-of-art-design-and-technology-manipal-academy-of-higher-education-yelahanaka-bangalore-3032/course-b-voc-in-creative-coding-908711
https://www.cmu.edu/sfs/tuition/undergraduate
https://www.academicapproach.com/carneige-mellon-reinstates-act-sat-requirements-for-fall-2026-applicants/
https://www.academicapproach.com/carneige-mellon-reinstates-act-sat-requirements-for-fall-2026-applicants/
https://engineering.careers360.com/articles/plaksha-university-2026-fees-placements-scholarships-and-admission-insights
https://www.sciastra.com/blogs/iat-changes-in-participating-institute-list-seat-matrix-courses-syllabus-pattern
https://www.shiksha.com/science/articles/iiser-admission-test-2026-blogId-201394
https://www.nestexam.in/
https://collegedunia.com/exams/nest/exam-pattern
https://admission.isical.ac.in/
https://www.collegesimplified.in/exam-details/isi-admission-test
https://collegedunia.com/exams/isi-admission-test
https://cracku.in/iisc-bs-admissions-2026/
https://www.sciastra.com/blogs/fees-structure-in-iisers
https://www.upgrad.com/blog/data-scientist-salary-india-freshers-experienced/

CHAPTER 12: DATA AND COMPUTING WITHOUT A
B.TECH
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2.
3.

IIT Madras BS admissions, official
IIT Madras BS academics, official
Careers360 IIT BSc data-science programmes

CHAPTER 13: LAW
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2.
3.

Hitbullseye CLAT 2026; Toprankers CLAT
Collegedunia AILET; PW Live NLU Delhi

Collegedunia on JGLS fees 2026; SLS Pune
admissions, official

. Careers360 NLU fees; LawPrep NLU Jodhpur fees
. Bar and Bench on NLSIU 2025; Bar and Bench on

NALSAR 2025; Bar and Bench on NLUJ 2025

CHAPTER 14: MANAGEMENT

1.

Careers360 IPMAT 2026; Careers360 IIM Ranchi IPM
2026

. Career Launcher IIM Rohtak; Careers360 IIM Bodh

Gaya JIPMAT 2026; Collegedunia IPMAT

. Phodu Club IIM Indore fees; Hitbullseye 1IM IPM fees;

Career Launcher IIM Rohtak
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Appendix-100, official

. CollegeDekho NMIMS BBA
. Ace IPM, IIM IPM seats; SSCBS, NIRF 2025 data
. iQuanta on IIM Indore placements 2025; Career

Launcher IIM Rohtak
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2.

TISS BA admissions
Adda247 CUET pattern 2026
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https://study.iitm.ac.in/ds/admissions.html
https://study.iitm.ac.in/ds/academics.html
https://engineering.careers360.com/articles/iit-bsc-data-science-programme-2026
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https://law.careers360.com/articles/nlu-fee-structure
https://www.lawpreptutorial.com/blog/national-law-universities/nlu-jodhpur/fees/
https://www.barandbench.com/Law-School/rectracker-35-students-from-nlsiu-batch-of-2025-bag-ppos-before-day-zero
https://www.barandbench.com/Law-School/recruitment-tracker/rectracker-nalsar-2025-batch-records-100-placements-global-law-firm-offers-65-lakh-per-annum
https://www.barandbench.com/Law-School/recruitment-tracker/rectracker-nalsar-2025-batch-records-100-placements-global-law-firm-offers-65-lakh-per-annum
https://www.barandbench.com/Law-School/rectracker-41-students-accept-job-offers-from-nluj-batch-of-2025-3-training-contracts-from-international-law-firms
https://www.careers360.com/mba/articles/ipmat-2026-ipm-indore-registration-link-out-application-form-fees-exam-date-admit-card-result-cutoff
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https://collegedunia.com/university/25924-banaras-hindu-university-bhu-varanasi/bachelor-of-arts-ba-hons-social-science-7926
https://collegedunia.com/university/25924-banaras-hindu-university-bhu-varanasi/bachelor-of-arts-ba-hons-social-science-7926
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https://admissions.tiss.ac.in/view/6/admissions/ba-ma-admissions/about-ba-programmes/
https://www.nirfindia.org/Rankings/2025/CollegeRanking.html
https://mse.ac.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/BA-2025-Admission-Broucher.pdf
https://www.collegeadmission.in/notice/university/admission-process-for-bsc-msc-ma-and-pgpee-programme-2025-343
https://www.collegeadmission.in/notice/university/admission-process-for-bsc-msc-ma-and-pgpee-programme-2025-343
https://collegedunia.com/college/16948-symbiosis-school-of-economics-sse-pune/bachelor-of-science-bsc-hons-economics-4045
https://collegedunia.com/news/ashoka-university-ug-fees-2026-released-check-now-alertid-143946
https://www.ashoka.edu.in/undergraduate-programme-financial-aid/
https://www.ashoka.edu.in/undergraduate-programme-financial-aid/
https://www.ashoka.edu.in/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Ashoka-Career-Report_2024-25.pdf
https://krea.edu.in/sias/admissions/ba-bsc/honours/fee-structure-and-payment/
https://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s392049debbe566ca5782a3045cf300a3c/uploads/2026/07/20260708401535366.pdf
https://collegedunia.com/college/1904-hindu-college-new-delhi
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https://blog.powerwithinpsychology.com/upgrade-your-clinical-psychology-dream-to-meet-rci-standards/
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https://ums.jamiahamdard.ac.in/Files/Prospectus.pdf
https://www.nirfindia.org/nirfpdfcdn/2025/pdf/Pharmacy/IR-P-U-0107.pdf
https://www.nirfindia.org/nirfpdfcdn/2025/pdf/Pharmacy/IR-P-U-0107.pdf
https://admissions.bits-pilani.ac.in/FD/FD_fee.html
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https://medicine.careers360.com/articles/total-bds-seats-in-india
https://collegedunia.com/college/7697-maulana-azad-institute-of-dental-sciences-maids-new-delhi/bachelor-of-dental-surgery-bds-2952
https://collegedunia.com/college/7697-maulana-azad-institute-of-dental-sciences-maids-new-delhi/bachelor-of-dental-surgery-bds-2952
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2040901&reg=3&lang=2
https://collegedunia.com/college/6890-lady-irwin-college-new-delhi/courses-fees
https://www.newsonair.gov.in/20-of-agricultural-university-seats-to-be-filled-through-icars-all-india-test
https://jetskrau2026.com/Pdf/JET%20Guidelines%20Booklet%20-2026.pdf
https://jetskrau2026.com/Pdf/JET%20Guidelines%20Booklet%20-2026.pdf
https://www.nirfindia.org/nirfpdfcdn/2025/pdf/Agriculture/IR-G-U-0381.pdf
https://www.nirfindia.org/nirfpdfcdn/2025/pdf/Agriculture/IR-G-U-0381.pdf
https://www.adda247.com/exams/agriculture/ibps-afo/
https://niftem.ac.in/admission
https://www.careers360.com/university/national-institute-of-food-technology-entrepreneurship-and-management-thanjavur/fees
https://www.careers360.com/university/national-institute-of-food-technology-entrepreneurship-and-management-thanjavur/fees
https://icarcounseling.com/Images/Brochure/ICAR-UG-ONLINE-COUNSELING-BROCHURE-2025-Revised-7.pdf
https://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s341e7637e7b6a9f27a98b84d3a185c7c0/uploads/2026/08/202608171968916341.pdf
https://www.gadvasu.in/page/ug-fee-structure
https://www.nchm.gov.in/sites/default/files/2025-12/NCHM-JEE%202026%20Brochure.pdf
https://www.manipal.edu/wgsha/program-list.html
https://www.manipal.edu/wgsha/program-list.html
https://indianculinaryinstitute.com/bba-in-culinary-arts/
https://iittm.ac.in/images/pdf/add-2025/Admission%20Bulletin%20BBA%202025.pdf
https://iittm.ac.in/images/pdf/add-2025/Admission%20Bulletin%20BBA%202025.pdf
https://rgnau.ac.in/BBA-Admission-2026/
https://rgnau.ac.in/BBA-Admission-2026/
https://news.careers360.com/cuet-ug-result-2024-lady-shri-ram-college-courses-fee-structure-seat-matrix-lsr-cut-off/amp
https://www.scmc.edu.in/fee-structure
https://www.scmc.edu.in/fee-structure
https://iimc.gov.in/files/downloads_documents/Prospectus-2025-26.pdf
https://bhu.ac.in/Images/files/CAP(UG)-2025_BHU.pdf
https://kalakshetra.in/college/courses/carnatic-music/admission/
https://www.careerlauncher.com/cuet/eflu-admission/
https://news.careers360.com/ncte-allows-35-more-institutes-offer-itep-18-of-them-in-assam-colleges-higher-education-institutions
https://admissions.tiss.ac.in/view/6/admissions/ba-ma-admissions/about-ba-programmes/
https://jmi.ac.in/ACADEMICS/Departments/Department-Of-Social-Work/Programmes/Courses/695
https://jmi.ac.in/ACADEMICS/Departments/Department-Of-Social-Work/Programmes/Courses/695
https://www.lnipe.edu.in/static/file/1749099967445.pdf
https://www.srcc.edu/sites/default/files/SR%20C%20C%20N%20I%20R%20F%202025.pdf
https://www.ugc.gov.in/pdfnews/8508026_guidelines-on-b-voc_final.pdf
https://www.daad.in/en/study-research-in-germany/studying-in-germany/bachelor-studies/
https://www.expatrio.com/about-germany/blocked-amount-2025
https://www.expatrio.com/about-germany/blocked-amount-2025
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https://sfs.risd.edu/financial-aid/undergraduate/cost-of-attendance
https://www.artcenter.edu/admissions/tuition-and-aid/tuition-and-fees/estimated-cost-of-attendance.html
https://www.artcenter.edu/admissions/tuition-and-aid/tuition-and-fees/estimated-cost-of-attendance.html
https://calarts.edu/admissions-aid/tuition/tuition-and-fees/cost-attendance
https://www.mica.edu/admissions/financial-aid/tuition-fees/undergraduate-tuition-fees/undergraduate-cost-of-attendance/
https://www.mica.edu/admissions/financial-aid/tuition-fees/undergraduate-tuition-fees/undergraduate-cost-of-attendance/
https://www.saic.edu/cost-financial-aid/cost-fees/figure-your-costs/undergraduate-student-budget
https://portal.cca.edu/thriving/student-handbook/tuition-fees-student-handbook/tuitionfees-schedule/
https://portal.cca.edu/thriving/student-handbook/tuition-fees-student-handbook/tuitionfees-schedule/
https://www.scad.edu/admission/tuition-and-fees/undergraduate
https://cooper.edu/admissions/sfs/student-accounts/tuition-fees
https://cooper.edu/admissions/sfs/student-accounts/tuition-fees
https://www.cmu.edu/sfs/tuition/undergraduate
https://bursar.cornell.edu/students-parents/tuition-rates-and-fees
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/fees-and-funding/tuition-fees/undergraduate-tuition-fees
https://www.arts.ac.uk/subjects/communication-and-graphic-design/pre-degree-courses/ual-foundation-diploma-in-art-and-design
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/fees-and-funding/scholarships-search/ual-foundation-and-pre-degree-7000-international-scholarship
https://www.polimi.it/en/prospective-students/how-much-does-it-cost/laurea-laurea-magistrale-and-single-cycle-programmes
https://www.ntu.edu.sg/admissions/undergraduate/financial-matters/tuition-fees/accepted-programme-offer-in-2026
https://www.business-standard.com/immigration/indian-students-going-abroad-fall-31-in-3-years-as-visa-rules-tighten-126021200374_1.html
https://monitor.icef.com/2026/04/visa-rejections-climb-in-the-us-for-international-students-from-key-markets-including-india/
https://oiss.yale.edu/immigration/elimination-of-duration-of-status-summary-faqs
https://oiss.yale.edu/immigration/elimination-of-duration-of-status-summary-faqs
https://monitor.icef.com/2025/10/uk-to-implement-reduced-graduate-route-from-january-2027/
https://monitor.icef.com/2026/07/england-government-remains-of-the-view-that-the-international-student-levy-should-go-ahead-implementation-planned-for-august-2028/
https://www.amherst.edu/admission/apply/international
https://orieladmissions.com/need-blind-need-aware-international-students/
https://orieladmissions.com/need-blind-need-aware-international-students/
https://www.williams.edu/admission-aid/financial-aid/international/
https://finaid.cornell.edu/frequently-asked-questions-about-international-financial-aid
https://finaid.cornell.edu/frequently-asked-questions-about-international-financial-aid
https://design.careers360.com/articles/uceed-2027
https://www.pw.live/design-architecture/exams/uceed-exam-2027
https://design.careers360.com/articles/nid-application-form-2027-out
https://www.toprankers.com/nid-exam-dates
https://admissions.nid.edu/NIDA2026/download/BDes_AdmissionsHandbook2026-27.pdf
https://design.careers360.com/articles/nift-important-dates/amp
https://www.pw.live/design-architecture/exams/nift-exam-2026
https://collegedunia.com/exams/nift
https://www.nata.in/
https://www.nata.in/assets/pdf/nata-brochure-final.pdf
https://jeemain.nta.nic.in/public-notices/
https://engineering.careers360.com/articles/jee-main-exam-dates
https://collegedunia.com/exams/jee-advanced
https://neramclasses.com/aat-2026
https://university.careers360.com/articles/cuet-ug-2026-exam-date-subject-wise
https://www.toprankers.com/clat
https://collegedunia.com/exams/ailet
https://www.toprankers.com/clat
https://collegedunia.com/exams/ailet
https://www.careers360.com/mba/articles/ipmat-2026-ipm-indore-registration-link-out-application-form-fees-exam-date-admit-card-result-cutoff
https://collegedunia.com/exams/ipmat
https://bschool.careers360.com/articles/iim-bodh-gaya-ipm-admission-2026-open-jipmat-dates-application-form-fees-seats
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https://collegedunia.com/exams/ipmat
https://www.sciastra.com/blogs/iat-changes-in-participating-institute-list-seat-matrix-courses-syllabus-pattern
https://www.sciastra.com/blogs/iat-changes-in-participating-institute-list-seat-matrix-courses-syllabus-pattern
https://www.nestexam.in/
https://admission.isical.ac.in/
https://collegedunia.com/exams/isi-admission-test
https://www.cmi.ac.in/admissions/
https://www.collegesimplified.in/exam-details/isi-admission-test
https://study.iitm.ac.in/ds/academics.html
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/international-testing/dates-deadlines
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/international-testing/fees
https://collegedunia.com/exams/nchmct-jee
https://www.merchantnavydecoded.com/imu-cet-what-is-imu-cet-eligibility-syllabus-and-pattern/
https://www.caclubindia.com/news/icai-ca-foundation-exam-september-2026-26620.asp
https://collegedunia.com/exams/acet
https://news.careers360.com/cbse-class-10-second-board-exam-2026-only-for-subjects-with-50-percent-external-assessment-officials-clarify-faqs-loc-eligibility/amp
https://school.careers360.com/articles/cbse-10th-second-board-phase-2-result-2026
https://www.cbse.gov.in/cbsenew/documents/Notification_Two_Board_Examinations_Class_X_2026_25062025.pdf
https://www.cbse.gov.in/cbsenew/documents/Notification_Two_Board_Examinations_Class_X_2026_25062025.pdf
https://www.study-abroad.org/blog/in-costs-guide/
https://www.buddy4study.com/scholarship/nsp-central-sector-scheme-of-scholarship-for-college-and-university-students
https://www.buddy4study.com/article/pragati-scholarship
https://schemesinindia.in/schemes/rajasthan/rajasthan-mukhyamantri-uchch-shiksha-chhatravritti-yojana
https://www.cbse.gov.in/cbsenew/scholar/SGC%20Sship%20Scheme.pdf
https://www.scholarships.reliancefoundation.org/UG_Scholarship
https://www.ncgtc.in/content/products/0/20241230/FAQs_CGFEL_f0121660e7.pdf
https://static.investindia.gov.in/s3fs-public/2025-03/pm_vidyalaxmi_scheme_guidelines.pdf
https://sbi.bank.in/web/interest-rates/interest-rates/loan-schemes-interest-rates/education-loan-scheme
https://www.gyandhan.com/blogs/scholarships-study-abroad/sbi-scholar-loan-scheme
https://www.gyandhan.com/blogs/scholarships-study-abroad/sbi-scholar-loan-scheme
https://cleartax.in/s/section-80e-deduction-interest-education-loan
https://rathoredesign.com/nid-nift-uceed-ceed-online-learning-course/
https://topcoachingindelhi.com/brds-india/
https://collegedunia.com/institute/1754-dq-labs-bangalore/courses-fees
https://collegedunia.com/institute/901-mosaic-institute-of-design-ahmedabad/courses-fees
https://neramclasses.com/coaching/nata-coaching/nata-coaching-centers-in-jaipur
https://blog.shikshacoach.com/clat-coaching-in-jaipur/
https://collegedunia.com/institute/4131-allen-jaipur/courses-fees
https://www.apple.com/in/shop/buy-ipad/ipad-pro
https://www.apple.com/in/shop/product/mx2d3zm/a/apple-pencil-pro
https://www.adobe.com/in/education/students/creativecloud.html
https://www.adobe.com/in/education/students/creativecloud.html
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https://digitaleconomy.stanford.edu/app/uploads/2026/08/Canaries_August2026.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/press/2025/01/future-of-jobs-report-2025-78-million-new-job-opportunities-by-2030-but-urgent-upskilling-needed-to-prepare-workforces/
https://beda.org/news/take-aways-for-design-from-the-wef-future-of-jobs-2025-report/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/is-generative-ai-a-job-killer-evidence-from-the-freelance-market/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4527336
https://www.academicapproach.com/carneige-mellon-reinstates-act-sat-requirements-for-fall-2026-applicants/
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/international-testing/dates-deadlines
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/international-testing/dates-deadlines
https://www.ivy100edu.ca/blog/common-app-deadline
https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-university/dates-and-deadlines-uni-applications
https://designindiacollective.com/how-much-time-it-takes-to-prepare-for-nift-nid-uceed/

Doctor, engineer or CA: most families stop there.
This book opens every other door too, from
design, law and research science to nursing,
agriculture, hospitality and teaching.

For each route it explains, in plain words and with
real numbers, what you study, how to get in, what
it costs, what it pays over time and who it suits. It
helps you know yourself, judge any college, and
build a two-year plan as a family.

For every student in Class 11 and 12, and every
parent.

YOGESH PARASHAR
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